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Prospects of peace and goodwill 
in the New Year 


isSSiaiiNl 


K* 4 ji » , ^N ii yV .i » , * ■ i 

■m.'mV.C. ^ ■•••> rf/i ^ ■ r ' 1 . a i/. . ■ ■ ■ ■ . .' I . .i . j 


L ooking bade at world politics in 1008 
It must be said that the balance of 
power has been most unstable. In recant 
years this has usually been the rase but 
tliis year there has been an iiicrwislng 
amount of (loin os tic unrest In ninny largo 
ami small ca unit ties mu! sm’lnl and poli- 
tical systems in ne.uly all pails of tliu 
world. 

Acts of violence smli as tin* assassina- 
tion of American Negro leader Marlin 
Luther King and Democratic Senator Ro- 
bert Kennedy hnvo given riso to ext renin 
tension In tl»o United Stoles, long con- 
sidered to be the most powerful stabilis- 
ing factor in tho Western world. Protest 
marches by (ho poor have even turned 
Washington into a centre of mass demon- 
strations and riols. 

K Is, perhaps, less siiipri-duq that them 
has boon a similar line and cry in n Mem- 
ber n| Latin American countries Iml 
Prance too has uudmi|i,no a succession of 
st ml, ait riots mid mass strikes, fmclng 
General de Gaulle (<> mnliilisit the enltio 
weight af tin* i-vcriillvn ,md have Ids per- 
sonal iitilliniily x-.illii meil at tho polls. 
Similar events shook Italy lor a uomher 
ui weeks as well. 

Leading f : «| V|*tl«in i niiinieiit-ilois view 
the sei ions student uniest that has shaken 
a country ol muIi polllle.i! impel lance fur 
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WORLD AFFAIRS ft.,. 2 

China turns propaganda spotlight 
on Europo 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Social Democrats 
for five-million Ruhr super-city 

CINEMA 

Film rnalcriol must l<? ripe for 
treatment 
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Iii C'ldna Chair man Mao has finally suc- 
ceeded In eliminating Ids communist op- 
ponent Liu Shno-dti but clearly needed 
to resort to further violence to do so. 

World opinion has boon most moved by 
the course of invents In communist East- 
ern Europe. As long ns |[ was only a mat- 
ter of opposition demonstrations such as 
worn pul down by the police In Warsaw 
■mil oilier Polish university towns and 
appeased by Marshal Tito's adept policy 
of coiupruiniso in Yugoslavia II was only 
ii domestic affair. 

But the ndoi m niovomeid Ihat swept 
lliiuiiqh fyetlo, Slovakia, I ha westernmost 
of Eastern Bloc round Urn, la .Inniiniy led 
md only to the removal from office of 
neatly nil prominent politicians In Pra- 
gue, iio-lndiiig President Novotny, hot also 
g.ivo list! to inactions on the part of ollior 
Easton Bloc countries, paitlc nhuly tho 
Soviet Union, wlihh was not satisfied by 
Hie ilc, l.iration of conliinied loyalty to ilia 
Warsaw l\u t made |»y iho new men In 
the c'/eth tcipilitf. 

Tlin invashm of O/inlioslovakla by 
Soviet, l:n".t llei in, hi, Polish *iinl ollior 
troops mi 1!| August was followed by a 
f.ir-iiMililrifi If in« ciiupb»le ph'icflMfliiflliiip 
id ( Veiit polU ii’s 

\V-i1 till that happened hi (Vi'(liii*.|m,i* 
kin a kind id lovnlt by .in ally ■upiueit 
Moscow and its militarily peitcrl but psy- 
<lin|ix|ii ally Inadcipi.ito nppicviloiW Tim 
Idc.slaris set ciie.it stole by 1 hi*. iuli-rpiC- 
t. ili<iii in explaining tin 1 iimsoiis Ter hi»i*i- 
vciiHon to Ilia 1st world. 

Moscow would hear nothing of any lii- 
11 ‘iillon on Its [i.ut to In mg •ilmiif a clianiin 
in the balance, ol power bclwccti lUrst and 
We-.t. The W(-«t ton Imh rcsli.diicd finiii 
icspoiiding willr spec locular mililaiy or 

»■ Iiii«tm*uirt foiiHtfr-iii-WHOT. Both sides 
remained Interested In preventing oijlLi- 
(ion at the suppression of moves towards 
C/ who Slovak IndepRndenre from trigger- 
ing oif r. new InUrt isaiicnt.il arms race. 

A new arms incci would lint only hnvo 
jpopardhvd the Miwy of the nnn-proH- 
ii-ralion treaty, which has recently and 



' Catling Houston I UFOs on all sides F 

(Cartoon i E. M. Lsiig/Sadrioutsdia Zaltunfl) 


only with the graalest of difficulty been 
finalised but has yet to be ratified in most 
of the countries concerned, including the 
United States. 

It would ulsu lead lo the development 
of hugely expensive anti-missile systems. 
The financial burden would art as a hrnko 
on Hie fin tin 1 !' economic development of 
nvnii Hiu Uiittml Stales mul il\u Soviet 
Union. 

As the year clniws to ti elosn effmls are 
being made on all sides to patch togclhcr 
tin* ii'iini.ints of Intel uallnifid trust, slml- 
lered by tin* inv.isloii rif (7i:t In .Slovakia. 
‘I lie Kn*inllu\ Hist i-niitriliiitlrin Inwards 
i*(i-i.-**l.il>llhliiiii*iil nl Ihe in li*i ii.il !■ n ml ba- 
sis oil which ili-ti-litc polic ies call lie ItMie- 
livated has licen p.ntlul ivllhilniw.il of Ibn 
occiip.ilion lumps that In viiili-il f/.edui- 
sJoval.I.r in August and the foxcilllcig «p- 
pinv.il uf Urn picsenl stale ul .■ Halts given 
by the new men In Prague. 

The White I louse has also tiled to bring 
about a gradual end to tha most «efi..n« 

obstacle lo relaxation of tension between 
East ami West by agreeing tu negotiate 
with tho Vietnamese Communists about 
on nrmisticQ and a possible peace sellle- 
ninnt. 

Thu Paris talks, which have dragged on 
for many months without achieving mudi 
In Iho way of results except on procedural 


SPORT Pggo 1) 

Sport and fliu screen are sill! strange 
bedfellows 

MODERN LIVING ra-pii 

Oversow. students in this country 
suffer frocn homesickness 
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the Middle East as the strictly-governed 
United Arab Itepubllc as a merely tern* 
poi-.ry slide of aifoiis. E!anv;hero the riots 
have b'.i.ii h.v*‘H as the herald of further 
politic, '.I convulsions. 

In Airi'an cotu/rics emh as Mali and 
Nigeria inter nai tension has already led 
to a change of regime or protracted civil 
war. Even a regime as proud of its inner 
M.diiliiy os Field Marshal Ayub Khan's la 
F'lkisfu-i tins hod to wea'her stormy oppo* 
sdiwr 


Moon not made of green cheese 
after all, poets learn 


P oets will no longer ho able to extol the 
Moon's gentle light and silent course, 
the friend of lovers everywhere. The myth 
was dispelled by the voices of America's 
Apollo 8 astronauts coming over loud and 
clnnr on the TV sc i ceil from a distance of 
208.000 miles. 

Tha Moon, viewers were told. Is cold 
and grey, looking like charred plaster of 
Paris. Generations of poet9 have been 
wrong and nations too that have suc- 
cumbed lo the Moon's Romantic charm 
and ti6»d it as an emblem to adorn flags 
and top mosques. 

For millenla the Moou has been worship- 
ped, regarded as a vital factor In fertility 
and provided food for thought. The Be has 
now been given, the magic Is gone. 


Docs tills not amount to fresh evidence 
that reality Is no match for the imagina- 
tion? Familiarity breeds contempt once 
tho distant glow Is seen for whet It Is. 

Sober thinkers will / eel their conten- 
tions confirmed. A secret that has been 
solved usually loses Us attraction and 
may even prove repulsive. Why should 
there be any difference on this occasion? 

. After all, the Moon is only an infinitesimal 
part of the Universe. 

But this fascination depends not on the 
reality but on the emotions stimulated. 
Even though It is now clear that the Moon 
is really a cold, grey, rugged desert people 
who prefer to do so will still think in 
terms of its gentle light. Reality Is only 
relative. JDIB WELT, V Decambof 1549) 


points, seem likely to he continued by 
PresUIcnt-oloct Nixon. The alternative 
would be a return to international diaos. 

As the Now Year is ushered in lliora is, 
then, a lirsl glimpse of the prospect of 
cniwolfdnJJon c»f Ihe balance of power. 
Franco and Britain arc.* also interested Irr 
InlemaHunal stability, not least because 
or the economic ililficuUte* they con'd not 
hnvo musUmul urliboni foreign aNsislaneo. 

And by remaining icudy to bring about 
a measure of detente In relations wltb Hi 
fieiglibmirs In tho li.Kf even In Ilia facer 
of strung eminler-winds and keeping cm 
open mind on lint nnii-prnl Iteration trimly 
this crnniliy has retained tho possibility 
of Liking part in « new gcnciiil attempt 
to pur sup ci poliry nf peuen. 

/<ri iiKiriurJ JHriHximti 
(Sfl/l'Ji ulv.lm /•- 11 nun, 27 lh'ei uikur l|)»,il) 


Whitehall under five 


M oscow's diplomatic bombardment uf 
Britain, commenced a few weeks ago 
with the I mu ding-over of a strongly- word- 
ed note deploring Nato's uncompromising 
stand on the invasion of Czechoslovakia, 
continues unabated, Whitehall's ultiliidu 
towards tlifi Vietnam conflict now coidteg 
under (ire. 

.Soviet Russia claims that Smith Viet- 
n.uiiese soldiers are being tralnn.l by Brit- 
ain In l hr techniques of junyl'i warlara 
and that the UK Is disregarding altogether 
its obligations as eo-Ucairniun of the 1854 
Genova lonletencn. In view of the unco- 
operative ntliUiilo of the otlrur co-chair- 
man, the Soviet Union itself, the accusa- 
tion represents an alarming distortion of 
lire facts. 

Tho Kremlin's abortions are strongly 
denied tn London, xvlmre fix i tain's only 
dealings vAlh South Viotuam arc staled lo 
comprise meilJcul otrJ mid economic m Js- 
t.ince within the frame work of Ihe Colom- 
bo PacL The purpose of Muscuw s nuv/ 
pinpricks, which include cm fzvtsfia arli.:lo 
naming mony prominent British Journal Isis 
os members of the secret service, Is nono 
loo clear. 

ft is clear that the Soviet Union ov rpm- 
ning for Britain wlnlo nt the s.une t^m-j 
exercising restraint towards tlie I'mieJ 
Stales. Perhaps the intention is to per- 
suade the new American odiuiniiloiiii.n 
that Britain la, as Moscovr seuncs to I 
a second-rate power. 

(MsudcJtbJ *0. 30 :/ i| 
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China turns spotlight on Europe 

NO RESPONSE AS YET TO BONN’S OVERTURES 
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This latest slogan has much In common 
with the theory of intermediate countries 
proclaimed some years ago but forgotten 
in the wake of lha cultural revolution. 
Peking sees as its potential allies the 
countries that lie between Moscow and 
Washington. Theso countries Include 
Europe even though major Industrial 
conn trios are uinimpoly capitalist. 
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C onimuiusL China Is staging a foreign 
policy advance. The stagnation and 
loss of prestige resulling from excesses 
undergone at the height of the cultural 
revolution have gradually been overcome. 

Consolidation at home ami readiness to 
lake a more realistic view of affairs are 
accompanied by aclivlty on the Internatio- 
nal political scene that makes Peking a 
more interesting factor hi world affairs. 

Poking Is no longer content with revo- 
lulionory slogans and polemical declama- 
tion. The Chinese lenders are making an 
attempt to regain lost ground. 

Events In Czechoslovakia provided Pe- 
king wilh a favourable starting-point from 
which to reactivate its foreign policy. No 
communist parly has condemned the In- 
vasion more vehemently than Ihe Chi- 
nese. From one day Id the next Chinese 
politicians and pressmen turned the spot- 
light on European problems. 

Special a lien lion was paid to Albania, 
Peking’s bridgehead In the West. The 
chief of the Chinese general staff visit- 
ud Tirana. His speeches made It guile 
clear that Chino is ready to provide Its 
ally on the Adriatic with any assistance, 
including military, in the event of a So- 
viet tli real. 

Other Balkan countries were olso indi- 
rectly lent political and moral assistance 
by Peking and ever since the peoples of 
Eastern Europe have continually been 
called on to real si Moscow’s alleged ag- 
gressive,. Imperialist and social-fascist 
hegemonic 1 policies. 

II Is easy lo guess why Peking has sud- 
denly changed its tune. The mistrust and 
revulsion that SovleL power politics In 
Central Europe have occasioned every- 
where have provided the Chinese leader- 
ship wilh a welcome opportunity Lo brush 
up i licit own Image. 

Peking see* chance 
to brush up image 

Peking is utilising Moscow's mistake 
*u " J ". — ‘-".''^Li'.'bltn.io.lilwilft- 



to China’s 4,000-mile-long northern fron- 
tier. 

Whatever motives ihe Chinese leader- 
ship may have It has become abundantly 
clear In the last few weeks that Moscow 
Is now the ardt-enemy In Peking. During 
Ids visit to Tirana the chief of the Chinese 
general staff launched Into root-and- 
branch condemnation of the provocatlvo 
ond ominous appearance of the Soviet 
navy In the Mediterranean. He had not a 
single word to say about the presence 
there of lha American Sixth Fleet 

China’s offer to resume the Warsaw 
talks between the US and Chinese ambas- 
sadors Is even stronger stuff. Out of the 
blue Peking mentioned In an aside one of 
the original reasons for the talks, the 
signing of an agreement on the five prin- 
ciples of peaceful coexistence. For years 
the very Idea of a treaty of this kind be- 


tween China and the United States had 
been held lo be absurd. 

It would be wrong to indulge in wishful 
thinking and imagine that an Immediate 
change In the balance of world power Is 
likely to result form the change in empha- 
sis of China’s foreign policy. As yet only 
the priorities of hatred have thonged in 
Peking. 

In principle American Impeilalism Is as 
detestable in Chinese eyes as is Soviet 
revisionism. Regular attempts are made in 
Peking lo underline the similarity of In- 
terests between America and the Soviet 
Union and their tendency to divide the 
world into two spheres of influence. 

For this reason Peking continually calls 
on the peoples of the world to resist Ame- 
rican and Soviet ambitions. Not long ago 
Chou En-lal proclaimed a unitary front of 
all threatened, exploited and oppressed 
peoples against the two great powers. 


Moo’s 1949 speech 
emphasised 

H is no citlticldvueo that Chinese propa- 
ganda Is boosting a speech made by Mao 
Tsc-tung in 1340 in which Mao states that 
China Is prepared lo establish diplomatic 
relations with any country, even imperi- 
alist or capitalist countries, as long as the 
principle of equality Is inn In laiued and 
ready lo Irnde with all countries if bene- 
fits are likely to accrue. 

This country is obviously onB of the 
countries concerned. As yet Peking has 
not responded to the beginnings of a 
Bonn policy towards China but this silen- 
ce can hardly be interpreted as final. 

Harry Hamm 

(Prankruftar Allgemelna Zeltunq 
ffir Deutidilaud, 19 December IfiSSj 


Czechoslov aki a marks time on the economic front 

VEGETATIVE STYLE OF GOVERNMENT 


A s was to be expected the December 
meeting of the Prague central com- 
mittee did not result In sweeping person- 
nel changes. Ominous advance reports of 
the expected enforced departure from the 
scene of well-known liberal politicians 
have for the lima being not been borne 
out. 

Nor is this surprising when it is borne 
in mind that the erstwhile reformers are 
Increasingly becoming advocates of roal- 
polltik and 60 acceptable to the Russians. 
Small wonder, then, that the names of 
Ministers In the new Federal government 
and the Czech and Slovak regional govern- 
ments hardly suygest any change in the 
present political line. 

Even so, continuity between the reform 
course of a few months ago and present 
government policies Is endangered in two 
ways. 

Premier Oldrldi Cernlk has Increasing- 
ly adopted a more realistic attitude, as 
is shown by his recent advocacy of both 
prolonging economic reforms and forging 
vtnmnpr prnnnmlc links with the Soviet 



been the appointment of a commission of 
specialists lo report on the problems In- 
volved to a later session of the central 
committee. 

Instead of reform, consolidation has ta- 
ken over. Fundamental long-term deci- 
sions have been poslponutl and In lliotr 
place short-term remedies are being 
sought which relate morn lo the symp- 
toms than to the causes of the crisis. 

The clear vision with which ilia econo- 
mic distress of highly indlslriallsed Cze- 
choslovakia was once Idnnllfiod has lor 
some ttmo been befogged by a formal op- 
timism decreed from abovo and obscur- 
ing the real problems. Percentages are 
proclaimed that convey the Impression of 
a prosperity that could hardly be better- 
ed. 


It was permissible to state that the one- 
sided links with the Soviet Union in heavy 
Industry wero a main factor in the coun- 
try’s economic misfortunes. Now Lho op- 
posite must be proclaimed. Cooperation 
with communist countries, particularly the 
Soviet Union, Is mado out to be n guaran- 
tee of n economic stability. 

It Is only with tlm almost caution that 
mention Is still made* of lho need for grea- 
ter flexibility lo i‘ci»mimic ties with East- 
ern allies. The courage and power Ihe 
Prague leadens still possess to carry 
through this demand will depend to tie 
small extent on lludr success in the tricky 
business of streamlining the economy. 

Harry Srhlclrhcr 

(Pi anlt Im n-i Rtinip.li'iu, I? IVc« , nil*>.-r 196*1 
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gical leadership of the international com- 
munist movement. It has grasped the op- 
portunity of forging fresh links and gain- 
ing in credibility after the losses sustain- 
ed in Ihe hue and cry of the cultural revo- 
lution. 

It may. of course, also he the case that 
Ihe Jusliflcollon of Soviet Intervention as 
con mined In the Brezhnev doctrine has 
given rise lo fears In Peking of the same 
kind as the suspicions harboured in Bu- 
charest or Belgrade, even If these fears 
apply only lo the remote western provin- 
ce of Sinklang, China’s nuclear research 
centre. 

At all events Premier Chou En-lai has 
been (Diking In terms of a grave threat 


Union. 

The return lo the usual governmental 
practices of people's democracy has also 
had the effect that decisions are once 
more being made primarily by the higher 
echelons of the Party, and since the pro- 
cess of governing by means of constant 
consultation with the real rulers of Pra- 
gue In Moscow is a alow one the dyna- 
mism of erstwhile reform has been replac- 
ed by a more vegetative style of govern- 
ment. 

Tills is nowhere more evident than in 
the central committee's treatment of eco- 
nomic problems. The chief decision taken 
at the December plenum appears to have 


Bonn aims to improve ties with 
communist Asia 


C onsideration Is being given by the 
Foreign Office In Bonn to the prob- 
lem of Improving relations with commu- 
nist-ruled countries In Asia once the 
Vietnam war is over. 

It is learnt from reliable sources that 
there is no Intention of establishing full 
diplomatic relations as soon as peace in 
Vietnam has been assured. The country 
towards which moves are most likely to 
he made is Outer Mongolia, whtdi some 


time ago expressed interest In the forging 
of diplomatic links. 

Contacts of a different kind, it is felt 
In Bonn, could first be established with 
North Korea and North Vietnam. The 
first step in Improving relations with 
Peking Is likely lo be the setting up of 
a permanent office of the Confederation 
of Federal Republic Industry. 

(Pianktuilar AAlgemetae Zeltang 
Mr DeuUddand, 13 December I DOB) 


Incomes have increased by 5.8 per cent 
In real terms and private consumption has 
soared ten per cent, it Is claimed. But the 
Party leadership Is honest enough to des- 
troy this illusion of prosperity by admitt- 
ing that the Increase in consumption has 
exceeded by far the prospects of supply. 

Caulion and courage 

The quality of goods produced, the gov- 
ernment has announced, Is unsatisfactory. 
Too UUle Is still produced for market re- 
quirements and too much manufactured 
that is not saleable. In other words, due to 
political circumstances Czechoslovakia 
has partly exhausted Its reserves In this 
year of reform. 

It was realised before 19CB that this can- 
not last, but although economic reform 
was decided In principle during Ihe final 
phase of the Novotny era there Is still 
a great deal of reluctance to allow more 
freedom of decision. 'Socialist calcula- 
Uon taking profit Into account 1 ' Is still 
only a talking point. 

Prior to 21 August, the day on whidi 
Soviet troops Invaded the country, it was 
a generally acknowledged fact that the 
Czechoslovak economy could only be 
streamlined by means of modernisation 
with the aim of becoming competitive on 
Western markets. 
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L llit-dl-; in lho Federal Republic: formed 
.i i>iiiiril r.ifMiii'/iitinn Dior lh-ni Ihe 
tv.-n i.i-i j- >r pulilii .ll p-n I Officially Urey 
j.minl IciH.c:: on I- Di'toliilrer PMfl In 
1 li-piM-r.DMm d*T F-''r«|.;it<illc*. Tlretidur 
H.-Uh- bad inviliiil d.-h-g-ili'S lr«.m (In' Ll- 
iKHiil Di tium.illc I'.irU'*:. r.[ Hie lim e Wi- 
2,10111 i-.mip.iliiin ttum-s b, ,iU«-iul a joiul 
conference in I Dppi-nln-iin. 

Tlia lime rind place were clollltei.ilely 
sol* Tied » IS syuilt"!.*:, liiN.iuse mm liiin- 
clioii ci-ars previously picllniln-uy discus- 
sions on the FrutiMuil national assembly 
wore held in 1 leppenliclin. 1’he old liberal 
heritage was tu llliimftt.iic* the fulurepnlh 
ol Hie newly-founded p.uty. 

But Ibis ideobiyii-.il liiiiiuliilion proved 
Insubs. '.an licit ovcm D'lotc* lire bases ttf lire 
two major parries Lie. time slinky. As an 
idea liberalism had long n.jo hurst lire 
bounds t-f n poiUlt.il pmly ami enriched 
other parlies. 

During its political development In (lie 
Kaiser period and again during Ihe Wei- 
mar Republic the liberal movement was 
repeatedly splintered. Tire National Li- 
berals under Wilhelm II were generally 
more national than liberal. 

This contrast was Inversely reflected 
half a century later In the struggle over 
Ihe “ liberal manifesto." It was accentuat- 
ed niur-i clearly at Ihe Free Democratic 
Parly |FDP) conference at Gins in 1352 
when Reinhold Mater’s group defended 
Ihe liberal heritage anil Martin Euler’s 
supporters defended Hie “national” tradi- 
tion. 

To an extent it was niillon.il-lllH.-rnl 
ideas which led post-war liberals lo per- 
sist lunger than oilier political parlies in 
attempt:, lu imllo with people In lire Soviet 
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POLITICS 


Liberalism since . 


var 


SCHEEL HOLDS THE FORT 


Zinin who, in name. lrehl lire same politi- 
cal oplnluns. Lung after Kurt Sriiiiiiincher 
bad drawn Ihe dividing line between his 
parly and tire Communists, and after Kon- 
rad Adenauer had renlixcd that a free so- 
da! order was only possible In Ihe area 
coil trolled by the democratic occupation 
powers and Dial bo must adjust Ids po- 
licy accordingly, loading FDP politicians 
sllU believed lh.il an understanding a>ul<l 
be loathed will? ■'libeinls* in lire Suviet 
Zone, whom ihe Communists grantad 
nothing but their n*une. 

When lire y developed Into national par- 
ties tire Christian Democratic Union 
(CDU) and laler lire Social Democratic 
Parly (SPD) had to give up much of Ihelr 
Ideological tradition. And thus it became 
more and more difficult for Ihe FDP lo 
make their libeial heritage seem credible 
in Ihe face of lho major pni lies which 
were themselves undergoing a liberalis- 
ing process. 

In the coalition wilh the COU/CSU, to 
whidi Theodor I-lcuss committed the li- 
berals in HMn, tho FDP Irioil lo make 11 s 
presence foil by putting forw.nd a liberal 
economic pulley, which a I Hint lime was 
Mtlll opposed by Hie SPD. Hut by so doing 
the FDP ollon engaged in close partner- 
ship with tire right winy of lire CDU. Tho 
olirloralo, unahta lo diff<-ien(ialo lho 
n liana's of Adenauer's In I lire me, dnl nut 


East Berlin is bound 


to object to 
L ssembly 


W lmn lire President of tire Bundestag 
Lugtm Corst mi inn lor nnmuuued bis 
rlc-i isioji i lull Mu* Federal Assembly should 
bp Lium-nud In West Berlin. Ire gavo tire 
liigjiuisiuit of o m. m \v lu >sn own cuiir.igo 
did iud really suit him. Thu vociferous de- 
mands by m.my p.dilit Ians of all pulitlc.il 
parties llnd, in any event, lire next J-'edeiul 
President should Ire elected in Wwit Ber- 
lin haw. t re.alori a lahre impression during 
recent neek-i. 

III reality, doubts have been more pre- 
valent in Bonn. Puilun.ilcly, lire Chrhll.iu 

tor viatic Union (i.DU) party ruiilerenco 

in West Beilin passed uff without any In- 
ch lent s provoked by the East. Conse- 
quently one must dt least reckon with the 
possibility that disturbances will be iid- 
Untacl during the Federal Assent hi y or alter 
the election has burn hold. 

Thus. It look .some courage lo plump for 
Wr-st Bc-rlfn In spite of everything. Hut 
thi -5 nair.igo Is double-edged. No one can 
bn quite certain whether or not a decision, 
whfch 5 .CC 1 US courageous in Bonn at the 
Jnnninut. will not seem presumptuous in 
Mure tv, unties time. 

Certainly, lho Federal Assembly lias 
every right to moot in West Berlin. On 
throe previous occasions it has convened 
In the city, once during lire serious 1959 
Berlin crisis. II, under pressure of East- 
ern ih r eii |«s, the government were to give 
up the idea of meeting in West Berlin, It 
could bo interpreted as another sign of 
v/n.jkness vis-A-vis tho principle that as 
f-'.r possible West Berlin should be re- 
gmcled os part of tho Federal Republic. 

This was why Ger&lenmaier supported 
the W esd Berlin venue right from the start 
and has stuck to Iris opinion. However, it 
would have been understandable if the 
President of the Bundestag, who is solely 
responsible for this decision, had diosen 
another solution. 

In 1969 the Federal Republic will be 
twenty years old, and for the first time 
since 1949 it happens that Ihe presidential 
and Bundestag elections will take place in 
the same year. The general public in this 


lay would probably have npprer l.dud 

lho si ilia I Inn If, lur this nuintm, lho Ire- 
dural AKKtnnlily worn In rnnvi-uu In llnim 
and rml in West Marlin. 

( in iliis ftir.iilnn lire possibility uf hold- 
ing lire nsiii'iulily In WoM Bi-rliu was al- 
most chsrehiSi'il, in lhn flisi pliiru, tire 
pndnr-il Asscmhjy will indiulu dulrs/atas 
«f Ihe Ndliiiiial llrinoi'iiillc Party (NPD). 
In tbu Suvicl 7f.ii.' ■mlluiritb-s dcc-hD to 
pmvnko iiufdciitH, they will certainly 
justify I heir m linns by cl.iimlng that they 
must prntc-cl Wo.'.l Uerlin "from neo- 
f-fiwisin. 'lire wluda world would surely 
ruiril 7 i.‘ ihai ibis was only a cheap pretext. 

But If lire Fcdcial guvcimncnl were ul»- 
ligt'd lo ask the Western powers of assis- 
tance lo counteract renewed Berlin inci- 
dents. then this Eastern argument would 
put the Allies In o more difficult position 
than ihoy normally have to face in the 
interests of West Berlin’s defence. 

It is very possibly thill critics would 
maltu l heir presence fell In Ihe Houso of 
Commons In London, in the French As- 
seinMoe National*; and even in Congress 
in Washington. Thay would point out to 
their governments Ural tho light against 
neo-Nazi sin really is more important than 
holding a Federal Assembly in West 
Berlin- 

Tire Allied governments — with the 
possible exception of the retiring John- 
son administration in Washington — 
would definitely have preferred it if for 
this reason the Federal government end 
the Bundestag President had renounced 
lire West Berlin meeting. 

But if nevertheless incidents should 
occur, which require Allied Intervention, 
they will not deny Ihelr assistance, but 
it will bo given half-heartedly and with 
silent reproadres. What makes Gersten- 
maler's decision even more dubious is the 
fact (hat a number of measures could be 
taken, which the Western powers could 
do nothing about but whidi would 
nonetheless be very unpleasant for West 
Berlin. 


cmdll the FDP for 1 [s constant support of 
tha conception pul forward by the Chan- 
cellor and ills Economic Affairs Minister, 
Ludwig Erhard. 

After the first leg Is la live period ihe 
FDP chnlnnnn, Heuss’a successor Franz 
Bliidicr, suffered a severe defeat whidi 
made him doubt the political Instincts of 
people in this country. This was probably 
lho beginning of ihe FDP's later neurosis 
about the parly image. 

In 1956 this led lo a split In the parly. 
The so-called nil nisi ers‘ wing — BJtlrirer, 
Schflfer, Neumayer, Preusker amongst a 
total of 1 G members of the parliamentary 
parly — formed a splinter group and thou 
founded Ihelr own liberal party whidi 
admittedly bore the seeds of destruction 
right from the start. 

At about the same Lime the iihornl 
"Young Turks” in Dilsseldorf toppled Ar- 
nold's stale government and helped the 
Social Domocrallc Sleiulioff to succeed 
Arnold as Prime Ministar. 

At this point lho national party was led 
by Bliichor's successor Thomas Dehier, 
who after an apparently promising start 
gol more and more tangled up in emotions 
.mil lespiilmont. Evviilually the party re- 
ptaend hint by UolnhoUS Mirier who sue- 
rci'iloii I.' an extent in welding (he diver- 
gent wings of the paily tngntlior. 


If until measures wnre in ho ini rmlurnrl, 
thou the political parlies who at lire mo- 
ment hern lily welcome Ciuistcniiuiicr's de- 
cision, would certainly conic foiward 
quit lily wilh TusnrvnUnns. A tier the enn- 
fusiini of ptoiiI weeks I hey could easily 
claim Hull they bad not been Miflbionliy 
Inhumed ol background events. 

Under IIiiinr riuiimsiamrs, one can 
only iiupu (hat tho lundem aullunilivs will 
n»*t xHr up >ii,i|ur iriHdcnls. Them is a 
shiijili* means of eiemnng this: lho 22 NPD 
delegate-, entitle.! b» attired tho iissemhly 
«»»uld .ibaenl then iso I ves an.] Urns lemuvn 
any uxnisu lor Ulbriiht tu c.iuse Irutiblc. 

If lire NJ’I) were a parly wliirii not .inly 
mils f isolf "iwiH.iiiaI" hul ii.-lually acis in 
lire iidtioiial inlnrr-st, then it would bn 
bound lo nsk ils delegates to stny nway 
from West Berlin for (be sako of (his 
coiiiilry as a whole. If this docs not hap- 
pen, then lho only hope llos in Moscow. 
Forrimntcdy, iherc arc signs that after the 
military occupation of Czechoslovakia, the 
Soviet government wants lo pan so and 
avoid any renewed provocation of the 
Wr-sl. Wol/gang Wag nor 

(Han no vend)* Allgomolna, 10 Docerabar 1950) 



Theodor Heusi 

(Photo: Ardilv/dpa) 

Alllioiigh for several years Maler was 
the lender of a Stuttgart government, 
which relied considerably cm SPD support, 
lie thought that his party's continued exis- 
tence was .inly feasible alongside lha 
CDU. Following in Maler’s footsteps as 
regards political uriciriation, Erich Mc-ndo 
was FDP chairman for eight years. Under 
Ids riniiriiicinsblp, the party aibioved one 
of Its greatest electoral successes In 1961. 

But lire trend towards a two-party sys- 
tem, which hnd been lire down I all of 
several small parlies, caused increasing 
unrest and nervousness In the I DP. M.my 
PDF politicians thought lli,ri- ilrelr parly 
would snllcr tin* smur tab* |( it did nut 
esoniip llu» CT>V1 s emlimco and b*'cmno 
inn re indepi'inlciit. 

And lire FV.'ii Donmcrals bavnknlre.l -m 
(ULfstaii.ling |i>i1ili. iaiixii.li as llioCDU had 
In Komnd A den. in nr. And mu .it lho begin- 
iiin.j .4 this year lire old (tally m.m.igi'- 
m.'iit was repl.Mi'd by an exMiUlve nf 
uiurii more loll- whig iiremb"iH w In mi Hie 
ue.w rhnliman Wallttr School niton L.s 
.lift is-tilly in resli dining from pidillcal 
t'.seiipniles. 

Su far Siin'id luis sue. reeled in bolding 
the parly li>f|i'llier, despitu nil iiileiu-.l 
con I rml I cl Ions, (lie parly is now playing 
Us rola ns oppo.silion parly In (lie Bundes- 
tag nuuh men a uffectlvcdy Ilian many 
puopln expected, espicInlJy In view nl ils 
mimniltnl weakness and <11 1 Herd I inili.i- 
liVQ period. However many people doubt 
whether the FDP in Us picseui ionic creKl 
bedr the burden of a coalition government 
without fdliing apart. 

il. Slrobcl 

I Fra nk fur lo/ tfeue Picsso. 12 PacnmUer 1983) 


Allied statement on Bonn's accrued rights 
in West Berlin demanded 


W est Berlin’s dioirman of the Free 
Democratic Party (FDP) and Se- 
nator of Justice Hans Gunter Hoppe haa 
asked that a draft agreement on the Im- 
plications of Berlin's status be drawn up. 
By this means the Western powers, at 
least, should state what they regard as 
the accrued rights of Federal Republic 
policy In West Berlin and lo what extent 
they will guarantee the Federal govern- 
ment's presence in the city. 

Hoppe's appeal arises from the fear that 
West Berlin's rights could be even more 
restricted by intimidating actions on the 
part of the Eastern Bloc. He wants to 
eliminate the main area of attack for the 
communist campaign against West Ber- 
lin. This exposed area originates because 
of the different attitudes of the Federal 
Republic and the Western allies to the 
status of Berlin. 

For quite some lime and as yet without 


success a four-man study group lias been 
working towards lire sumo aim in Bonn. 
Ctarliicallon of West Berlin's status, 
either in ihe form of a written staicnic-nt 
or more gone rally, rouhl indeed bo psy- 
chologically comforting. But the deter- 
mining factor would be whether or not 
such a statement were respected by I lie 
East. 

So far there aro no indications that 
tills would be so. It is more dangerous 
to entertain the illusion that the Berlin 
Question is prlimirfly a legal problem, 
which has nothing lo do wilh the power 
confrontation belwenn East and West. 

From the Berliners' point of view, the 
anxious desire for a precise statement is 
understandable but holds out Jiitia pro- 
mise. The Allies make no secret of ihe 
fact that they flatly reject any kind of 
binding clarification. 

(HandeblriaM, 19 December IKE) 
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O WORLD AFFAIRS 


China turns spotlight on Europe 

NO RESPONSE AS YET TO BONN’S OVERTURES 


ra »: ff»si hv 1 1 unit j iia* 

.• i l'-'-. |b4 i.;-J HCI'.L 1 


C xiiimuiilsl Chin. i Is singing n [■■i.-hin 
policy aclv.ino\ 'I Jin sl.ir/n.iliou and 
«f rcMiltimj from uxr.'sncs 

■nuh-rcfnm.- at (lie In'Iqlit of I hi* cultural 
revolution li.ivi» gradually been uvcrcamc. 

C.inv.iliii.ilirin til inline and ri.irliu.-'ss In 
Inki 1 m iilok' rt‘ii]iHlu: view of iiff.iijs tua 
l\y a« livily on live inti: mat I o- 
jmI polillcnl scene 1 lli.il in.ikus Poking a 
more into testing f.iclnr in world nffciirs. 

ticking is no longer l union l with revo- 
Inil'iiiiuy slogans and pfilmniuil ducla in ti- 
ll on. The- Chinese leaders are linking rii 
■ ill' ' 111(11 to icfjain lu.st ground. 

I'.vpiiIs In Cz<>< lit (Slovakia provided Fe- 
l;in(| with l i favourable! starting-point from 
whldi tu I'onrlivala Hk foreign policy. No 
« '>n mum ist ]Mi(y has aindomncil tha in- 
viiflun nmiu vclii'iiiciilly than llic Chl- 
i«"»o. From am? rl.iy to the noxl Chinese 
politicians <i iid pressmen turned I he r.pol- 
lignl on l;iiiapu,iii problems. 

Special fllUiul Ian was paid to All'inla, 
Peking's bridgehead In (he West. The 
i hlef of t liri Cliliu 'so general staff visit- 
ed Tu.vin. Ills speeches rondo it quite 
Hear dial China is ready lo provide Its 
•illy on the Adriatic with any assistance, 
including inililnry, in lhn event of a So- 
viet lhic.il. 

Oihf-r liiilknn countries were alio indl- 
reclly lord political and moral assistance 
l»v Puking and over shire flic peoples of 
Eastern Europe have continually been 
culled on lo resist Moscow's alleged ag- 
yicssivo, litiperiulisl nml social-fascist 
hegemon lal policies. 

h Is easy Lo guess why Peking has sud- 
denly changed its tuna. Tlie mistrust and 
revulsion that Soviet power politics In 
Comal Europe have occasioned every* 
where have provided Ihe Chinese leader- 
ship with a welcome opportunity to brush 
uj) their own Image. 

Poking sees chance 
to brush up image 


Poking is utilising Moscow's mistake 
2z ■**-*:. 


gical leadership of live, In le motional com- 
munist movement. II has grasped the op- 
portunity or forging fresh links and gain- 
ing in credibility afler Ihe losses sustain- 
ed In ihe hue and cry of the cultural revo- 
lution. 

1 1 inny, of course, nlso bo the case that 
iho jiisfiUrnlion of Soviet Intervention as 
cun tallied in the Droxhiwv doclrlne lias 
given rise to roars In Peking of the same 
kind as the suspicions harboured In Bu- 
charest or Belgrade, even U these (ears 
apply only in the remolo western provin- 
ce of Sink! ting, Cli ilia's nuclear research 
enntre. 

At all events Premier Chon En-lat lias 
boon talking In terms of a grave threat 


to Chino's 4.00t>n»lk"long northern fron- 
tii-r. 

Wboiuvor motives the Cl line so leader- 
•Jjijj rn.t y li'ivo It Ins Lt-Cuinc nhundontly 
ii«cir in t ln> l.i.sl lew weeks that Moscow 
is now ihe nrdi-urifeiuy in Puking. During 
his Visit to 'I i Mini (life chief of the Chinese 
general staff laundied Into root-and- 
branch con (ifein nation oi the provocative 
and ominous appearance ot Ihe Soviet 
navy in the Mediterranean, lie had not a 
slmjlf word to soy ohout tin; prcscii ' a 
then.* of the Aniurii «m Sixth Fleet. 

Oilim’s offer to rrMuno Iho Warsaw 
talks In-twec-u the US and Chinese ambo s> 
s.idors is evert stronger stuff. Out of lhn 
blue Puking mentioned In an aside nun >d 
the original reasons for the talks, Ilia 
sign! n<( nf an ngrceinonl on (he five prin- 
ciples of peaceful coexistence. For years 
tha very idea of & treaty of this kind be- 


tween China and ihe United States hod 
ho on hold to be absurd. 

It would be wrong to Indulge In wishful 
thinking and Imagine that an immediate 
rhangc in (lie balance of world power is 
tlkc-ly to result form the change In empha- 
sis of China's foreign policy. As yet only 
the priorities of hatred have changed !n 
Peking. 

Jii principle American imperialism Is as 
detestable in Chinese eyes as is Soviet 
revisionism. Regular nttemjds ore inode In 
Peking to underline the similarity of in- 
terests between America and the Soviet 
Union And their tendency lo divide the 
world Into two spheres of Influence. 

For this reason Peking conlinually calls 
nn the peoples of Iho world lu resist Ame- 
ilcnn mid Soviet ambitions. Not long ago 
Chou En-lni proclaimed a unitary front of 
alt threatened, exploited and oppressed 
peoples against the two great powers. 


This latest slogan has much In common 
with the theory of Intermediate countries 
proclaimed some years ago but forgotten 
In the wake of ilia cultural revolution. 
Peking sees as Us potential allies the 
countries that lie between Moscow and 
Washington. These countries Include 
Europe even though major industrial 
countries are monopoly capitalist. 


Mao's 1949 speech 
emphasised 


It Is no coincidence that Chinese propa- 
ganda Is boosting a speech made by Mao 
Tse-tung In 1949 in which Mao slates that 
China is prepared to establish diplomatic 
relations with any country, even imperi- 
alist or capitalist countries, as long as the 
principle of equality is maintained and 
ready to trade with all countries If bene- 
fits are likely to accrue. 

This country Is obviously one of the 
countries concerned. As yet Peking has 
not responded to tire beginnings of a 
Bonn policy towards China but this silen- 
ce can hardly be Interpreted as final, 

Harry Humm 

P’ranktuiter ADgomelno Zeltimg 
far DBUlidiland, 18 Decombar 1868) 


Czechoslovakia marks time on the economic front 


VEGETATIVE STYLE OF GOVERNMENT 


A s was lo be expected the December 
meeting of the Prague central com- 
mittee did not result in sweeping person- 
nel changes. Ominous advance reports of 
the expected enforced departure from the 
scone of well-known liberal politicians 
have for the time being not been home 
oul. 

Nor Is this surprising when it is borne 
In mind that the erstwhile reformers are 
increasingly becoming advocates of real- 
politik and so acceptable to the Russians. 
Small wonder, then, that the names of 
Ministers In the new Federal government 
and the Czech and Slovak regional govern- 
ments hardly suggest any change in the 
present political line. 

Even so, continuity between the reform 
course of a few months ago and present 
government policies is endangered in two 
ways. 

Premier Oldrlch Cernlk has increasing- 
ly adopted a more realistic attitude, as 
is shown by his recent advocacy of both 
prolonging economic reforms and forging 
,.«-*rr\TirTpr economic links wlih the Soviet 

*"J — - • 

Union. 

The return to the usual governmental 
practices of people's democracy has also 
had the effect lhat decisions are once 
more being made primarily by Ihe higher 
echelons of the Parly, and since the pro- 
cess of governing by means of constant 
consultation wilh the real rulers of Pra- 
gue In Moscow Is a slow one the dyna- 
mism of erstwhile reform has been replac- 
ed by a more vegetative style of govern- 
ment. 

Tills Is nowhere more ovldent than In 
the central committee's treatment ot eco- 
nomic problems. The chief decision taken 
at the December plenum appears to have 


t : 


Bonn aims to improve ties with 
communist Asia 


C onsideration Is being given by Ihe 
Foreign Office iu Bonn to the prob- 
lem of Improving relations with commu- 
nlst-rulod countries In Asia once the 
Vietnam war Is over. 

It in learnt irom roll able sources lhat 
there is no Intention of establishing full 
diplomatic relations ns soon ns poace In 
Vietnam has been assured. The country 
towards which moves are moat likely to 
be made is Outer Mongolia, which some 


lime ago expressed interest In the forging 
of diplomatic links. 

Contacts of a different kind, It is felt 
In Bonn, could first bo established with 
North Korea and North Vietnam. The 
first step in Improving relations with 
Poking Is likely to be the sotting up of 
a permanent office of the Confederation 
of Federal Republic Industry, 

„ (Prankfarlor Allaemalne Zallung 
Kir Dflul,dUand, 13 Dacenibor I BOB) 


boon the appointment of a commission of 
specialists to report on the problems In- 
volved to a later session of the central 
committee. 

Instead of reform, consolidation has ta- 
ken over. Fundamental long-term deci- 
sions have been postponed and In their 
place short-term remedies are being 
sought which relate more la the symp- 
toms than to the causes of the crisis. 

The clear vision with whldi the econo- 
mic distress of highly lndistriallsed Cze- 
choslovakia was once identified has for 
some lime been befogged by a formal op- 
timism decreed from above and obscur- 
ing the real problems. Percentages are 
proclaimed lhat convey the impression of 
a prosperity thal could hardly be better- 
ed. 

Incomes have Increased by 5.0 per cent 
In real terms and private consumption has 
soared ten per cent, it is claimed. But the 
Party leadership Is honest enough to des- 
troy this Illusion of prosperity by admitt- 
ing lhat the Increase In consumption has 
exceeded by far the prospects of supply. 

Caution and courage 

The quality of goods produced, the gov- 
ernment has announced, is unsatisfactory. 
Too little Is still produced for market re- 
quirements and too much manufactured 
that is not saleable. In other words, due lo 
political circumstances Czechoslovakia 
has partly exhausted Us reserves in this 
year of reform. 

It was realised before 19D8 that this can- 
not last, but although economic reform 
was decided In principle during the final 
phase of the Novotny era there is still 
a great deal of reluctance to allow more 
freodom of decision, "Socialist calcula- 
tion taking profit Into account* Is still 
only a talking point. 

Prior to 21 August, the day on which 
Soviet troops Invaded the country, It was 
a generally acknowledged fact that the 
Czechoslovak economy could only be 
streamlined by means of modernisation 
with the aim of becoming competitive on 
Western markets. 


It was permissible to state that the one- 
sided links with the Soviet Union In heavy 
industry were a main factor in the coun- 
try's economic misfortunes. Now the op- 
posite must be proclaimed. Cooperation 
with communist countries, particularly the 
Soviet Union, Is made out to be a guaran- 
tee of a economic stability. 

It Is only with the utmost caution that 
mention Is still mode of the need for grea- 
ter. flexibility in economic ties with East- 
ern allies. The courage and power the 
Prague leaders still possess to carry 
through this demand will depend to no 
small extent on their success In the tricky 
business of streamlining the economy. 

Harry Schleicher 

(Frankfurter Rundsdiau, 17 Decembar 1868) 
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L il.ci.il. in U"-' IV'loiiil Republic farmed 
i . 1 'iiifil ■'•Hi-tnizalion I.it.T Limit the 
I ... . . j„. j..i pi'illir.]) pailiLr,. Officially they 
j.uiu-il Iok.m >»n 12 December 19-18 in 
1 ■■•(•pvitlj'.-iiii an «Ilt li'-igstrolle. Thfewlnr 
I...J jnvilcd dk.'li a ij>i(i.'s fii'iu ll io Li- 
1, 1 1 u! L'l.nH.tralic I’a i lies r;[ lhe lit roc Wo- 
..‘.•-Hi •'■iMipalinn /.mice lo attend a Joint 
conference In I lopponlieim. 

The lime ami place were deliberately 
sol. rli d fib symbols, because ouo lain- 
died \ oars previously pifelimlnmy discus- 
sions on llte Frankfurt nnilon.il assembly 
went held In Hcpponlieim. The old liberal 
heritage was lo illuminate (lie future path 
of the newly-founded party. 

But this ideological foundation proved 
insubstantial even before Ihe bases of the 
two major parties be came slinky. As an 
idea liberalism had long ago burst the 
bounds or a political party and enriched 
olliei parlies. 

During its political development in the 
Kaisvi period find again during Ihe Wei- 
mar Republic Ihe liberal movement was 
repeatedly splintered. The National Li- 
berals under Wilhelm II were generally 
more national than libei al. 

This contrast was inversely reflected 
Imlf a century later in the struggle over 
the "liberal tnanlfosU*-" ll was accentuat- 
ed in os. t clearly at the Free Democratic 
Party |FDP) conference at Ems in 1952 
when Reinhold MaJ&r's group defended 
Ihe liberal heritage and Marlin Euler's 
supporters defended the "national" tradi- 
tion. 

To an exlenl It was national- liberal 
ideas whldi led post-war liberals to per- 
sist longer than other political parlies in 
attempts to unite with people in tho Soviet 


POLITICS 


Liberalism sluice ■ Arar 

SCHEEL HOLDS THE FORT 


Zone who, In name, held the same politi- 
cal opinions. Long after Kurt Sihuinudior 
had drawn the dividing line between Ids 
party and the Communists, and after Kon- 
rad Adenauer had realized thal a free so- 
cial order was only possible In (he area 
conlrollcd by the democratic occupation 
powers and that lie must adjust his po- 
licy accordingly, leading FDP politicians 
still believed that an understanding could 
be readied willi "liberals" in Ihe Soviet 
Zone, whom the Communists granted 
nothing but iheii name. 

When they developed Into national par- 
ties tho Christian Democratic Union 
(CDU) and later the Social Democratic 
Parly (SPD) had to give up much of their 
Ideological tradition. And thus it became 
more and more difficult for tha FDP lo 
make llic-lr libera! heritage seem credible 
In Ihe face of Ihe major parlies which 
were themselves undergoing a liberalis- 
ing process. 

In tho coalition with the CPU/CSU, to 
which Theodor Hcuss committed the li- 
berals In 1949, tho FDP tried Lo make its 
presence felt by pulling forward a liberal 
economic policy, whldi at that time was 
still opposed by the SPD. But by so doing 
the FDP often engaged in close partner- 
ship wilh the right wing of Ihe CDU. The 
electorate, unable to differentiate Ihe 
nuances of Adenauer's influence, did net 


East Berlin is bound to object to 
NPD in Federal Assembly 

W hen Lhe President of the Bundestag country would probably have oppreclnh 
Eimen Gerstenmaler announced Ills the situation If, for this roAson, the F 


V V Etujen Gerstenmaler announced Ills 
decision that lhe Federal Assembly should 
be convened In West Berlin, ho gave lhe 
impression of a man whose own courogo 
did not really suit him. The voclforous de- 
mands by many politicians of all political 
parlies Dial, In any event, the next Federal 
President should be elected in West Ber- 
lin have created n lalse impression during 
recent weeks. 

In reality, doubts Imve boon more pre- 
valent in Bonn. Fortunately, ihe Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU) party conference 
In West Berlin passed off without any in- 
cidents provoked by the East. Conse- 
quently one must at least reckon with Ihe 
possibility that disturbances will be Ini- 
tiated during the Federal Assembly or after 
the election hus been held. 

Thus, It took some courage lo plump for 
West Berlin In spite of everything. But 
Ibis courage Is double-edged. No one con 
bo quite certain whether or not a decision, 
which seems courageous in Bonn at the 
moment, will not seem presumptuous in 
three months time. 

Certainly, the Federal Assembly has 
evciy right to meet In West Berlin. On 
three previous occasions ft has convened 
in the city, once during the serious 1959 
Berlin crisis, IT, under pressure of East- 
ern threats, the government were lo give 
up the idea of meeting In West Berlin, it 
could be Interpreted as another sign of 
weakness vis-6-vls the principle that as 
far as possible West Berlin should be re- 
garded as part of the Federal Republic. 

This was why Gerstenmaler supported 
lhe West Berlin venue right from the start 
and has stuck to his opinion. However, ll 
would have been understandable If the 
President of the Bundestag, who Is solely 
responsible for this decision, bad chosen 
another solution. 

In 1969 the Federal Republic will be 
twenty years old, and for the first time 
since 1949 it happens that the presidential 
and Bundestag elections will take place In 
the same year. The general public in this 


cn-clit die FDP for J Is constant support of 
Iho conception pul tor ward by the Chan- 
cellor and his Economic A (fairs Minister, 
Ludwig Erhard. 

After lhe first legislative period the 
FDP dialrman, Heuss's successor Franz 
BJikhcr, suflerc-d a severe defeat whldi 
made him doubt the political Instincts of 
people In this country, This was probably 
lhe beginning of Ilia FDP’s lalfer neurosis 
about lhe parly Image. 

In 1956 Ibis led lo a split In lhe party. 
The so-called ministers' wing — Dliicher, 
Sch lifer, Neumayer, Preusker amongst a 
total of 10 members of the parliamentary 
parly — forntnd n splinter group and then 
founded lliolr own liberal party which 
aditiUledly bore tin? seeds of destruction 
right Irom tho stnrl. 

At about the some timo the liberal 
" Young Turks" in Dtisseldorf toppled Ar- 
nold's stale government and helped the 
Social Democratic Stcinhoff to succeed 
Arnold as Prime Minister. 

At this point the nntlonnl party was led 
by BlUcher's successor Thomas Dehler, 
who after an apparently promising start 
got more and more tangled up In emotions 
and resentment. Eventually the party re- 
placed him by Retail old Maicr who suc- 
ceeded to an extent in welding lhe diver- 
gent wings of tho party together. 








country would probably have opprcclnled 
the si Illation If, for this reason, the Fe- 
deral Assembly wero to convene In Bonn 
and not In West Berlin. 

On this Occasion the possibility of hold- 
ing Iho assembly In West Berlin was al- 
mosl dismissed. In the first place, the 
Federal Assembly will Include delegutes 
of Iho National Democratic Party (NPD). 
In Urn Soviet Zone authorities decide lo 
provoke Incidents, they will certainly 
Justify Lheir actions by claiming lhat they 
must protect West Berlin from neo- 
Nnzisin. Tho whole world would surely 
Tealize that this was only a cheap pretext. 

But If the Federal government were ob- 
liged to ask the Western powers of assis- 
tance lo counteract renewed Berlin inci- 
dents, then this Eastern argument would 
put the Allies in a more difficult position 
than they normally have to face in the 
interests or West Berlin’s defence. 

Il is very possibly that critics would 
make their pjescnce felt in the House of 
Commons in London, in the French As- 
sembld-o Nnlionole and even in Congress 
in Washington. They would point out lo 
lheir governments that the fight against 
neo-Nazism really is more important than 
holding a Federal Assembly In West 
Berlin. 

The Allied governments — with the 
possible exception of the retiring John- 
son administration In Washington — 
would definitely have preferred it If for 
this reason the Federal government and 
the Bundestag President had renounced 
the West Berlin meeting. 

But If nevertheless incidents should 
occur, whldi require Allied Intervention, 
they will not deny their assistance > but 
It will be given half-heartedly and with 
silent reproaches. What makes Gersten- 
maier's decision even more dubious is the 
fact that a number of measures could be 
taken, which the Western powers could 
do nothing about but whldi would 
nonetheless be very unpleasant for West 
Berlin. 


lining mms in L/ussoiunri loppiea nr- -L J lt 

nold's stale government and helped the insodor neim 

Social Democratic Stcinhoff to succeed tPhoioi AidilT/dpa) 

Arnold as Prime Minister. 

At this point the nntlonnl party was led Although for several years Malar was 
by BlUcher's successor Thomas Dehler, the leader of a Stuttgart government, 

who after an apparently promising start which relied considerably on SPD support, 

got more and more tangled up In emotions he thought that his parly's continued exis- 

and resentment. Eventually the party re- tecice was only feasible alongside the 

placed him by Retail old Maicr who sue- CDU, Following in Meier's footsteps as 

ceeded to on exlenl In welding lhe diver- regards political orientation, Erldi Mende 

gent wings of tho party together. was FDP chairman for eight years Under 

his diairmanship, the party achieved one 
of Its grealest electoral successes In 1961. 

But the trend towards a two-party sys- 
tem, which ltnd been the downfall oi 
If such measures were In he Introduced, several small parties, caused increasing 

then the political parlies who at the mo- uniest and nervousness ill Iho FDP. Many 

inenL heartily welcome Gerstenmeler's de- FDP politicians thought that lheir perLy 

clsion, would certainly come forward would suffer the same tale If it cJUl not 

quickly with reservations. After the con- escape tlie CPUs embrace and becomo 

fusion of recant weeks they _could easily more independent. 

claim that they had not been sufficiently Amt'llie'Frocf Democrats have lacked an" 


Informed of background events. 

Under these circumstances, one can 
only hope that llio Eastern authorities will 
not stir up major incidents. There Is a 
simple menus of ensuring lids: the 22 NPD 
delegates entitled to attend the assembly 
could absent themselves and thus remove 
any excuse for Ulbrldti Lo cause trouble. 

If the NPD were a party whldi not only 
calls itself "national" but actually acts In 
the national Inloreat, then It would be 
bound lo ask ils delegates to slny away 
from West Berlin for the sake of this 
country as a whole. If this does not hap- 
pen, then the only hope Ilea In Moscow, 
Forlunalely, there are signs that after tho 
military occupation of Czechoslovakia, lhe 
Soviet government wonts to pause and 
ovoid any renewed provocation of the 
West. Woligang Wagner 

(Hcnnovericba Altgemalna, 18 December 1908) 


outstanding politician sudi as Iho CDU had 
in Konrad Adenauer. And so at the begin- 
ning of this year tho old party manage- 
ment was replaced by an executive of 
much more left-wing members whom (he 
new chairman Walter Sdieel oflen has 
difficulty in restraining from political 
escapades. 

So far Sdieel has succeeded in holding 
the party together, despite all inieniiil 
contradictions. Tho party is now playing 
Us role as opposition party In the Bundes- 
tag much more effectively than many 
people -expected, esplcfntiy in view of its 
numerical weakness and difficult Initia- 
tive period. However many people doubt 
whether the FDP in its present form could 
bear the burden of a coalition government 
without falling apart. 

fl. Strobe! 

(frankfurter Nouo Prosan, 12 Deramtiar 1669) 


Allied statement on Bonn's accrued rights 
in West Berlin demanded 


W est Berlin’s chairman of the Free 
Democratic Parly (FDP) and Se- 
nator of Justice Hans Gilnter Hoppe has 
asked that a draft agreement on the Im- 
plications of Berlin's status be drawn up. 
By this means the Western powers, at 
least, should slate what they regard as 
the accrued rights of Federal Republic 
policy in West Berlin and to what extent 
they will guarantee the Federal govern- 
ment's presence in the city. 

Hoppe's appeal arises from the fear that 
West Berlin's rights could be even more 
restricted by Intimidating actions on the 
part of the Eastern Bloc. He wants Lo 
eliminate the main area of attack for the 
communist campaign against West Ber- 
lin. This exposed area originates because 
of Ibe different attitudes of the Federal 
Republic and the Western allies to the 
status or Berlin. 

For quite some time and as yet without 


success a four-man study group has been 
working towards the same aim In Bonn, 
Clarification oi West Berlin’s status, 
either In the form of a written staieruont 
or more generally, could indeed be psy- 
chologically comforting. But the deter- 
mining factor would be whether or not 
such a statement weie respected by the 
East. 

So far there are no indications that 
this would be so. It Is more dangerous 
to entertain the illusion lhat the Berlin 
Question Is primarily a legal problem, 
which has nothing Lo do with the power 
con iront alien between East and West. 

From the Berliners' point of view, the 
anxious desire for a precise statement is 
understandable but holds out little pro- 
mise. The Allies make no secret of lhe 
fact thal they flatly reject any kind of 
binding cloiillcatlon. 

{HandoltblaM, 19 December LOGS) 
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Q RELIGION 

Abbot disagrees with bishops, 
quits Benedictine order 



unabmnoige tagiszeitung rua deutschlAnd 


I n North Rhlne-Westphalin a monk pur- 
sued a dilllculL path: the Benedictine 
Abbot. Alkuin Haisincj protested against 
lilt? chinch authorities to whom ho Is sub- 
ject. The young scholnr thinks that the 
reforms proposed by the Vatican Council 
me threatened hy an "inquisitorial enun- 
ir-r-ruvulullon" even before* I lie faithful 
luiva become av.’iue of lln.'ir import. 

Ha complains about the "dulhorilurlmi 
Blylo" of the Church and intensely dis- 
] ikes the "radical suppression of religious 
spontaneity os regards churdi services.'* 
Hu soon joined the side of the reformers 
because— as ha says— ho is convinced 
that “in many rejects traditional reli- 
gious Icndtlny needs lo be expressed in 
modern terms." The reason for this is 
■that this Is the only way in which 
Chrisis message can bo couinmnicnled 
to contemporary people." 

But In the end instead of Joining battle 
with the clergy, he dioso capitulation. At 
Hie beginning of December he left Lhe 
Churdi. 41 -year-old Abbot Heising asked 
to bo relieved of his office ns head of 
Hie Mkhaelsbcrgcr Cloister near Sieg- 
burg. He request was granted. An appli- 
cation to be laicised is now in Rome. 

The events leading up to this point 
would have remained largely unknown 
because Heising kept quiet. He only 
made Ins views public when he felt he 
Imd been provoked by tho Bishop of 
Cologne. Cologne recommended thaL the 
parish of Bonn-Tannenbusdi should can- 
cel the Invitation to 11 ib fnrmcr Abbot lo 
give o talk «*u Christ's childhood. 

In a circular the bishopric of Cologne 
'Showed to clcigy that Heising was try- 
ing to bring the Pope and the Church 
before "Ills personal cowl" in public. 
Then the retired Abbot broke tiis silence. 
On 12 December he lei the public know 
his position. 

In (he Abbot's opinion, it all beg.m 
when he supported the theses ol modern 
theology put forward by Professor liu- 
beitus l-lalbias in an open letter lost 
year. Alter refusing to disavow his theses 
the pro tensor Lad been reprimanded by 
the Bishops' conference. As a result 
Cardinal Josef Rings gave Heising a 


choice: retraction or having the mailer 
referred to Rome. 

Instead of a retraction, a modification 
wns Issuedi It revealed that the Abbot 
of Michaelsberg stuck to his position. In 
addition he wrole to the Bishop's Con- 
ference staling how urgent he felt It was 
to reform traditional structures, so as 
lo avoid a mighty revolution of the 
Church and lo prevent a massive deser- 
tion of the faithful. "Your suggestions 
will be seriously considered," replied 
Cardinal Julius Dtfpfner. 

But there wns no further reaction. 
Meanwhile Heising became increasingly 
convinced that the administration wns 
trying to stifle ecclesiastic life more and 
moro through "petty legal regulations." 
For example, he thought it was regret- 
table that hand communion (giving the 
host into the believer's hands) should 
have been forbidden again. 

He was annoyed thnt when young 
people of both faiths met In Catholic 
churches "unpleasant secret Investiga- 
tions" were conducted and thnt priests 
In charge of youth groups had been 
reprimanded for their tolerance of Jazz 
because it is "unseemly" for jazz to be 
played in churches, as the administration 
wrote, 

The Abbot said thnt he found "lhe 
clergy’s education policy" just ns Incom- 
prehensible as the Catholic Church's 
"obsltnote altitude" to the question of 
mixed marrloges. Lastly, he was dis- 
mayed at the "severe censure" of Catho- 
lic protests against Pope Paul Vi's ency- 
clical Hmnnnae vitae. 

The defiant Abbot came to Hie conclu- 
sion that "the pastor was up against 
limits and prohibitions. He is reprimanded 
if be tries to initiate contemporary forms 
of parish work." And: ' The relationship 
of the Church lo society is character- 
ised by oul-of-d.iio nulliorilarinn tliink- 
ing." 

fie denied the authorities the obedi- 
ence which they expect ol him. He hos 
retired. In future 1 foist ng who knows 
Arabia and studied In Jerusalem wauls 
lo work on development aid projects. 
Thanks to numerous tellers from priests 
and Laymen, Alkuin Heising is more than 
evnr convinced of the Irulli of his views: 
"One day the authoritarian style, which 
is unworthy of man's intelligence, will bo 
superceded." For the lime being, having 
tnken this serious step, Hvl&incj is going 
away. 

fDIE WELT, 13 December IB6B) 



Helmut Thleticke 

(Fhola: djifl) 


W hen Helmut Tblelicke occupies the 
pulpit, the large church of St Michael 
In Hamburg Is full to copoclty with peo- 
ple who are prepared to listen to a ser- 
mon lasting a full hour. Historians say 
that this has not happened since the 
eighlc-enth century. 

But Tliielirke has always allraclnd 
large congregations ever since he came 
to Hamburg fourteen years ago ns tho 
founder ol lhe Theological Faculty mid 
Vice-chancellor of the University. This 
continuous phenomenon places him npnrt 
from louring sermon virluousos who are 
momentarily shattering but are forgotten 
again after four weeks or so. Thlelhke 
has a regular sermon cony regal ion. 

Uriel tike's achievements ns a pre.uher 
have deliberately been mentioned first: 
they Illustrate mobt dourly the cunihlnu- 
Lton of spontaneous inspiration and de- 
tailed preparation. Ills nni|ur wink 
Elhlcs, In width he is strictly imMliodiral 
and by citing examples makes reality 

comprehensible*, mslnih'K lli.it 'llui:- 

llcko is n systematic. 

Nun ■-■Hip less, In his snmiuns Thiel i«l.«-'s 
personality Is eleuily revealed. He re- 
minds one uf the great revivalists nl the 
seventeenth and eigteentlr centuries. His 
language is nlso cunlciupor.'iry and inline— 
dinto. The revivalists worn ceilninly mil 
prudish In their choice of wont* ami 
means when 11 came to expressing em- 
phatically what they regarded us Caul's 
and Mull's cause. 

Ltko them, Thiulitke dues not preach 
the gospel with a discount and reminds 
theologians Hut they must deal with In- 


Revivalist packs 
St Michael's 
Hamburg 

tnuyihlG values, When it comes to do- 
scribing Ilia essence of this nran, the 
phrase "gonlnl naivete" corin'* most 
readily to mind, It Is only through tlio 
decay of Inngungo Hint the word ‘'naive" 
Iras come lo denote inadequate under- 
standing! Schiller could think of no better 
way of describing, for example, Goethe's 
being and writings. 

Such a person d>*r*s nut Immediately 
consider the pilltul and tho Inadequate, 
but recognises in everything God's orig- 
inal purpose, however disfigured the ob- 
ject under review may be. 

Tilts does not mean thnt Tblelicke 
overlooks weaknesses or mistakes) he 
simply gives them their proper place in 
the Creation. 

Consequently, he possesses a quality 
which many dedicated men lack, namely 
humour and the ability lo laugh at him- 
self. The best anecdotes about Thle- 
licke are told by Tlrtellcke himself. 

With obvious relish lie tells the story 
of the speech he gave in Stuttgart alter 
the war, In which lie challenged tho vic- 
torious powers not lo Judge Hie Germans 
loo sell -righteously, “On that occasion I 
was a little pompous and said, ‘You 
others were not l mi plod, but wc Ger- 
mans have looked the rlovil In the eye.' 
Someone lulil this sttuy to Karl Barth 
and lie multled Ins head uud commented: 
'So, ThlulUko lius looked the devil In 
the eyei tin* devil must have boon ex- 
ci i-dinyly frlghtem'd.’" 

This broad-minded humanist — it is not 
rulucjdenl.il that much of his work con- 
cerns Lessing— mid determined campaign- 
er can nlso make mistakes in his esti- 
mation of people and situations. This Is 
the price ivlinh genial nalveli* has In pay 
in this world. Thus, for example, he 
ucccplcd the « oiiU'lillon that Ilia present 
iltmeraflon has heroine Immune to mass 
hysteria ber.mse ul the expel tenet's ol 
lhe Nazi era. 

Ifowevet, ii moil' linpuilant point In 
eionlinq a pit line ol tins lulermilioiially 
H-.pei Iril in. in is Dial III; Is capable ol 
establishing an ulteiiy peisnnul uud so- 
llelloiis fi li-ndship, and spates neither 
time itm money |( be thinks he can help 
Koiueoiie. 

Pii luies ol ‘Ihii-lhkf a:; a young liinn 
show ii tiijui t* Ihnutciicd by a ffllul Ill- 
ness. Hilt lie ts now sixty nnd hits a mul- 
ti I ink- ol in liieveitn ills to his credit. 

(icrhtittl Gilnl/ier 
nr-; AiitirMUNis smnntagsiii.att. 
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O n 30 November the three Lutheran 
stole diurdies in the Soviet Zone, In 
Saxony, Thuringia and Mecklenburg, com- 
bined to form the “United Protestant- 
L u I heron Church in the German Democra- 
tic Republic.* Tho briel official announce- 
ment of this move does not reveal how 
it will niter Hie structure of the United 
Protestant-Lutheran Church In Germany, lo 
which the three churches belonged up 
lo now. 

To dale the Lutheran office In Hanover 
has declined to express its views on the 
decisions readied by the three Soviet Zone 
member churches. However, It would 
probably not be wrong to assume that this 
decision ts at least partially the result of 
n statement by Thurlngian Bishop Moritz 
Mllzenhelm, who during the discussions 
on the constitution in the spring this year 
said, “The borders of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic are also the borders of 
ecclesiastical organisations,' 

Whatever may be read into this state- 
ment, whether it be triumph or resignation, 
it nonetheless expresses the reality of the 
situation. For years all-German church 
institutions have been facing a crisis. To 
an increasing extent the state authorities 


Barbed wire and red tape cannot 
divide Church in East and West 


In the Soviet Zone have been hampering 
their activities. For a long time Joint 
synods have no longer been possible, and 
the activities of joint executive bodies 
have become fragmentary. 

As the state does not recognise the 
existence of all-German bodies of the Pro- 
testant Church, representatives are not In 
a position to hold negotiations with offi- 
cial stale departments. Since the new 
Soviet Zone constitution came Into force 
thiB spring — which sets extremely nar- 
row limits on diurch activities — the fear 
that all-German ecclesiastical institutions 
could be considered anti-constitutional 
must also be taken Into account. 

Under these circumstances, all the re- 
gional Protestant churches in the Soviet 
Zone have become Inclined to form their 
own union, which takes into consideration 
the political conditions in the other part 
of this country and at the same time con 


work more effectively than the exceed- 
ingly Inhibited all-German bodies. 

A structural commission has worked out 
proposals [or “union of the Protestant 
churches In the Soviet Zone.* Its work 
has largely been completed! the Church 
leaders were able to express their views 
on the proposals and to make their own 
suggestions. In the spring of 1909 tho 
synods of the eight state churches In the 
Soviet Zona will have the opportunity lo 
reach a final decision on this union. 

It was therefore surprising that at this 
point in lime the three Lutheran slnte 
churches should have readied these specu- 
lative decisions. Admittedly a few weeks 
ago the Protestant Church of Union, to 
which the five non-Lutheran elate chur- 
ches In the Soviet Zone belong, agreed 
upon a new organisation which — similar 
to the previous organisation of the United 
Protestant- Lutheran Church In Germany 
— allows regional bodies In the East and 


Wrst more independence than hitherto. 

But these derisions did nut overstep the 
limits of the previous joint, basic organi- 
sation and were jointly agreed by repre- 
sentatives ol the EKU Council. It was as- 
sumed that when founding the union of 
Protestant churches In the Soviet Zone, 
the situation with regard to confessional 
unions would ho re-thought. 

Tho hasty decision of the three Lutheran 
churches has not made the clerical situa- 
tion any easier. Ol course, the organisa- 
tional framework ol the churches and their 
unions should not be overestimated. Even 
ii the Chun It nlso has to resort to organi- 
sational means, it is nevertheless some- 
thing more than a mere organisation. 

Tho community of Christians in both 
parts of this country cannot he disrupted 
hy political limits nor can It be invali- 
dated through organisational modifica- 
tions. And this Is not the Intention of the 
merger of the Lutheran churches in Hie 
Soviet Zone. In future they will doubtless 
continue to keep In close contact with 
their Bister churches In the Federal Re- 
public. 

Sepp Sdieli 

(DEUTSCHES ALffJEMF.INES SONNT AflSBL A IT, 
IS Dick robin IbvM 
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|Q LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Social Democrats for five- 
million Ruhr super-city 


s 



Bochum's Industrial landscape Is characteristic of tho Ruhr 

(Pholai Stfldt Bodmin, Prcuoamtf 



P oliticians In North Rhine- Westphalia 
aia still fooling the shock In (heir 
bone*. Proposals to reorganize Uto local 
government administrations havn caused 
such a furore that no one quite knows 
how the thing will end. 

The olhurwlsi* so placidly co-operative 
Christian, Social and Free Democrats 
were suddenly ul each other's throats. Tho 
proposed schemes have roused local com- 
munities lo become out Touched in a de- 
fence of their In loros ts. 

Two years before llio nrxt elections 
rival groups aro already furiously debat- 
ing Hie issue. Reports follow oath other 
In quick succession. Town councils and 
local authorities an? busy preparing pro- 
posals and cnuutci -pi opt Minis to ward off 
fuicod solutions lh.it would Impair their 
In I ores Is. 

Tho Diissoltlnif .stale legislature is rac- 
ing n whole pauiel of hills. Willi Woyor, 
the Free Donmciiilir Minister ol Hie In- 
terior who lias been convalescing tor 
sumo lime near Iv'riohu, relumed with a 
veugcauco lo the subject of immicipnl 
planning, which ho had all hut ignored in 
recent months, tie has spovlul plans for 
ll«« legion around Nerlolm (tom which his 
heme town, Hagen, hopes to prnlil. 

One plan width scorned lo have 

forgotten and which Willi Weyiir had 
until now log. tided with suspicion Iwm 
unevpi-rlcdly Inund Mippmlei'i. 'Ilia 
Uie, i tor Uulii ts again in the news. 

At a recent exliaoidmai y meeting of 
Social Di-uiocials in line limn !i-pi<-soiil.i- 
hvos of local .mtliinifii's in lloihuni, 
Ib'ine, Wannr--l-.il kcl, WaHi-nsilichl and 
Witten tmppnjli'd piopo-vals tor u super- 
city extending I tom hoituiund tu Dum- 
bing. rimy wimp liivnuiiilily liiijiiesseil hy 
thr- Kictdurf Unpoit proposing a piiiUluai 
of the stall! Into lliiei* ■ldmliiistinlivo dis- 
tricts, Rhineland. Khflio-Killir (louglily tha 

B •' • • -1 •*...! lO .. I.-I.-.II . -I I, -I 

■"■III lilt. if urn, ,< I lit, , 

v.-'is published la-.l .spring by Kiel dull, a 
•tale souetaiy In Diitxnhlnif. He was ad- 
vised by a c> jiniiill tot; of ton expo Is. 

Tho proposals outlined in tho Kietdoif 
Report are more sweeping limn similar 
Khemcs suggested for Lower Saxony, 
Hesse nnd He; Rhineland- Palatinate, The 
six administrative regions Ancbcn, Co- 
logne, Lnisseldorl, Minister, A ms berg and 
Dcliiiolil, v/1 1 irii come under Rhenish and 
Westphalian govern incut, should ha dis- 
solved, according to thu Rleldorf Report, 
and replaced by three new regions, P.lunc- 
iaitd, Rhinc-Ruhr and Westphalia with HQ 
'!> Cologne, Essen and Mdnsler. Three now 
"•qlon.il organizations would be created. 

These would lake on tasks (fiat have 
hitherto boon cart ted out by Westphalia- 
hippo, Kill u« *1.011.1 and Ruhr haul authority 
groupings. fln-'.i' tasks include -..ellaiu 
imd youth Mf.’iii v 

For the Ruhr tins i.uuhl nit-.iii the re-ill- 
'"tioii of Hie h.aiy-nVdiU >1 plan l«.r a D<*rt- 
<i"irii|-Diiis| l iili.| ciiiiplex. Reijinns Hint fll- 
1 ■’•■■ly (rqifbv-nt a physical unit would he 
*f- • , -*ii tlio required •idiiiiiiisii.itivo Iraino- 
'•■■■oik lor idloctive govi*in:ie-lil. 

Thu Ruhr Is no longer a molting pot In 
'"huh people from all parts of the country, 
und fiojii ail countries, can Jive In Isola- 
tion, without sh-ning a communal spirit. 
'Voi king conditions in Lhe foundries and 
mines have tor mod the people Just as tho 
pooph; have for mod their city. A type of 
ha j grown up between Duisburg 
u "d Doitmund for i/hoin Hie Ruhr lias a 


common language. It Is n language whldt 
has found wide nccrplanoe in literaluro 
(Max von tier Grilii) and in the home- 
brewed style of narrative n(, sa y, Jflrgen 
von Manger, one of this country's most 
popular raconteurs. 

"These people with the fat fingers”. a» 
Professor Prepaid, the sociologist, cads 
them, have the Home hobbles and worries, 
Every week-end, from spring to autumn, 
groups of them wait for the totum ot their 
*' little racehorses', the carrier pigeons 
that had been sent off lo compete in 
prizewinning races. 

Every month the miners have the same 
hopes that Lhelr pit will not be closed. In 
nil Ruhr families the husband bonds over 
Ihn money bags lo the wife, and the de- 
gree of comfort presented to Hie neigh- 
bours is a murk of their thrift. 

Similarly, all towns in tin* Ruhr are 
plagued by (lie same problems. Duisburg 
and Doitmund round Hers arc in the same 
boat with (heir financial difficulties. Prob- 
lems upon pmlili-niH, and all In lhe same 
bag. 

Tin? city centres whlrii spread too ra- 
pidly dining the industrial boom must ho 
rnjd.i nn nd. Traffic problems are common 
lo nil, there is a general need for green 
bolt areas, nirru jobs must lie piovldc'd. 

Tho piereqiiDlh'S fur heller traffic con- 
dition!* in Greater Ruhr have now been 


R '* 11*1111 lias biTniiii* a simian whirii is 
(fi-s->i-(l iihi'Ul hulls* limiiiiilely by 
many. Wh"ii ii*I.iiiiis an* l*» bn aclu.illy 
iiitiiMhucd limvi'vi'i, the dilliciillii** hcipn, 
tho gup between theoiy aiid inadicn t»e- 
ciiiiii's iippaieul. I'enplii rise up lit delend 
lhelr Interests, prevent lug sn|ii(i**us that 
would benefit the cmiimuulty tit Iukjii. 

Ty|*l*‘'il **f Mirii deadlmkH are Hie pm- 
linancla] ii-loiuiH tu yivo Hie Feil- 

. I - ■.•4.1 I . 

>..ui y»,< maiiKaii, .tinin ie.|i3iiiiii, >-a iiiiu 

dl ■iiillMiilttes tins in cans in ran y nut ur- 
gent projects efficiently.'! ho l»n go ririi Fed- 
eral slates especially are stumbling 
bknfcs since (hoy are worried about los- 
ing llieir independence. The spirit in which 
re.il refrimis Can lie etfecled i.x being de- 
nirinsl rated at present not by a large state 
but hy the small Rliiiieland-Palatlnute, an 
udininiNlritlivo region rrualvd by tha 
l ; renrli in I if 46. 

The Mainz leqlshihiro lias now passed 
its iiturllt Bill on administrative reform 
OKloililing Ihn poweis nf local aullKirilivs 
and hiuqtlifyiiig tlio hu si ness of gnvein- 
monl In greater ndmfnfstraMvc units. 

Atuiut 'J50 siuh units hove been mtlltftl 
to 110, 20 villages aro to be merged with 
five larger towns. The Provincial As- 
sembly will decide early next year what 
lo do with 47 ul her communities, many 
of them numbering only live or six Inha- 
bitants. 

All will no l f |0 smoothly of rower, pro- 
tests are expected from the inhabitants of 
many of tlio communities affected by the 
rPloruis. Many communities fear losing 
prerogatives they have enjoyed for years. 

Many people will naturally be annoyed 
to see tho names of where they live dis- 
appearing from (he map. Worse still, 
they inay not want to be bunched together, 
If only in the admin istralivo sense, with 
neighbouring communities for whom they 
fool antipathies. 

The three parties represented in the 
Mainz legislature, however, Ignored (he 


created by Hie government. In Diisseldorf 
the go-ahead has been given for a subur- 
ban railway, the Provincial Assembly has 
pledged 1,600 million Marks for the pro- 
ject. 

Local authorities in lhe Ruhr noed only 
pay ten per cent of the cost of (lie new 
facilities. The Ruhr railway will be linked 
at strategic points on the North-South 
route with the S-Balm of the Uunrit'sbnlm, 
now under construction. 

Future gen era linns In the Ruhr will 
have an excellent transport system. Traf- 
fic connections with industry, theatres 
and other social centres will be vastly 
Improved. 

At least in this sod or the future of Hid 
R uhr super-city seems bright. The cent rjli- 


(ingry piolcsl* anil went nhn.id with llu-ir 
prog l on 1 1 lie uf reform. 'limy rightly argued 
lh.it Itm good ol tlm coiiununlly mums 
Ik'Uiuj priv.'Hu inli-ri-ils. Filial inalu politi- 
cians aie cniilih'iit tli.it tlm now nOmlnls- 
Ir.itivi* muriiiim will function moro nil i- 
c ionily and result in ipealnr pimlur tivity 
in thi'Mi legions. Tlm .social life of these 
cmiiiiiiinitii's m.iy also hu .sli mill. tied hy 
(he new laws. 

With tlm ii.is-.,ioe of Hie hniMh hill on 

adiululslrntivu it'lm in the RhinelambPalJ- 
linale ha* consistently pm sued the policy, 
that was introducc-d in 19G6, wlmn the first 
laws wore passed lo overhaul the machin- 
ery of govurnment. Those laws came Into 
effect on 1 January, abolishing 32 district 
courts of law*. 

Toirllorial refoims were begun in July 
of this year. Five administrative districts 


STUTTGARTER. 
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were merged Into three. Legist ail *.,n pass- 
ed lust autumn reduced the number of 
rupil districts (Lamlkreis] from 39 to V8. 

Since tho boundaries of these districts 
were rulocotcd at the same time, it was 
possihli: to lump 22 districts together to 
form nine. This roairangoment also caus- 
ed furious prolcstK, especially among mo- 
tor isle who were ohliyed lo obtain new 
registration numbers. 

The latest botch of Jaws on rural and 
municipal reforms are to come into elfecl 
on 7 June 1959, the day before the local 
elections era held. Legislation reducing 
the number of administrative districts 
came Into force on 1 October. 

The reform measures required niudi 
courage and tenacity by the men in Mainz. 
The pressures on (hem from their home 
communities were naturally very great, 
and politicians waul lo be rc-clected. 


salion which this complex will necessitate 
and which many observers fear will thus 
be attenuated to managuablo proportions. 

True, Ruhr cilics, such as Ihey now are, 
will be degraded to the status of urhan 
ills It lets, but a high degree of municipal 
independence wlU bB maintained In com- 
pliance with the wishes ol the people. Lo- 
cal councils, adnii nisi i a live centres and 
mayors are not to be su divorced from tha 
community ns to bo virtually inaccessible, 

Cheat or Ruhr, with five million Inhabi- 
tants, would be this cnunliy's largest city 
which nl one stroke would make the Ruhr 
a moro attractive area. 

Gihifer AliUJer 

iCfIRIST UNO WHLT, 3d Doc. int.or 10M) 


Tho effects of tlio hruari-liiiMfd lefoini 
programme that is < lost i m>i| to change Ilia 
political limdsr.ipn id the Rhine imd Mo- 
selle will cnnlinun, at least until lfJ72, to 
la* tlio KUlijui-t i,f )i(!iili!(l aripimi'iilH at 
local Iuvl'I. 't he new mluiliifsti alive sys- 
li-ni envisaged hy ihn July laws lias Ilia 
ultimata aim uf i educing the stale's 3,0(11) 
adnilnf!>lr.Uivc ilJshklH wlllilii tun* yea is 
tu cilitml 2011 , iilniljdsl rail vn “asunruliojia." 
'■•nil h.ivliuj at least 7,51m tnhablUiiK. 

Politicians In (ha Rhiuetniut-P.il.ilitula 
have tepcaloilly in.uh; clear in tln*lr «lo- 
li.itos on administrative nnd f erriUni.it re- 
form that they intend lhelr rccon i im-nd a- 
Uous to be ultimately Incorporated i» 
similar reforms at Federal level. Tills was 
again stressed recently in tho Mu in* as- 
sembly by tho Prime Minister ol the Rht- 
neland-Palatlnale, Peter Alliin*i**r. 

The Prime Minister said that tlm re- 
organisation of Federal stales, essential 
within a broad context lor Hip samu ie.i- 
sons that jnc varied in the Pdlatln.itc-. r.a li- 
no t bo realised with patent s'duriuiis. Rep- 
resentatives of all principal administrative 
districts In the country muM n«-»*l lo dis- 
cuss what course ahould he taken. 

In these discussions ilia Rhincland-E'd- 
l&Llnata, whldi many politician* suggest 
should be dissolved entirely and split op 
among other Federal slates, will drtund 
itscll on tlimor ground. The retmm* car- 
ried out and (hu resolutions now hen»r 
passed hy lhe legislature in M*mz are 
essentially Inspired by feelings uf self- 
preservation. This does not, however, rl *■- 
tract from the value and purpose .if lha 
reform programme in its prescnl form. 

This small Fttlerol state, nmniierlmi t.fi 
million inluihitants, lias set an impression 
example for other states which ar-* in- 
clined lo talk much and art lilllm (’. Is 
lo be hoped that these v.-jll no-./ lake Hm 
good exemple to liejil. 

Ilani JJirij S..fioxf 

(STUT rGAP.TRK ZHtturtG. ] <■;«« 


Rhineland-Palatinate fights to preserve statehood 

MAINZ STREAMllNES LOCAL AUTHORITY STRUCTURE — “ — 



I 





ft 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


T January 1989 - No. 35i 


No. 352 -7 January 1969 


7 


E> CINEMA 

Light and undemanding films 
given subsidies 



O nce again the Federal govern menl's 
film policy has proved dubious and 
misguided. People have got used to accept- 
iny this as a fact, but on this recent occa- 
sion it was demonstrated in a particularly 
crass manner. 

To encourage and raise the standard of 
Federal Republic films, the Film Promo- 
tion Act was rushed through its various 
stages some sli months ago, the Film 
Promotion Institute was founded, and 
those responsible thought they had done 
tilt'll bit. 

Anyone who knows anything about the 
film Industry admittedly rejected the act 
ns inadequate and spurious; however, at 
the time the bureaucrats dismissed all 
warnings and tills is all tlio more Incom- 
prehensible since the prognoses havo 
been confirmed In the meantime. 

The Filin Promotion Institute (FFA) has 
jU:sl published the first list of films which 
have been awarded the basic subsidy of 
15t),UOO Murks. It is hard to believe one's 
L-ycs: the list includes such titles as Die 
Nihclungon, Daa til teste G eurerUe der 
Well, Die Raciie dea Dr fu Man Chu, 
iieia&ca Pilaster K6ln, Daa Rasllmia tier 
grauflomc/i Puppen, Worm es Nachi wird 
oi if dei Reepcrbehn and so on. 

The producers of these undemanding, 
light films are rubbing their hands In 
triumph and looking forward to the next 
subsidy. Is this what Bonn meant by film 
promotion? 

However, another announcement has 
shattered the foundations of this country's 
film policy still further. At a recent FFA 
press conference in Bonn the chairman ot 
the Film and Television Commission, So- 
cial Democratic member of the Bundestag 
Joadiim Rnftert, explained that the num- 
ber. of Federal Republic films screened on 
television was to be stepped up even 
more. 

in this connection It was also staled 
that the time which has to elapse before 
subsidies are paid out will be shortened! 


this will Indeed improve FFA's budget but 
otherwise is nothing more than another 
affront to the film industry. 

As an observer, U Is Impossible to es- 
cape (he Impression that the Film and Te- 
levision Commission has utterly mis- 
understood Its task. Instead of encourag- 
ing fruitful cooperation between film and 
television in favour of the ailing Federal 
Republic film, it Is obviously merely pur- 
suing a pro-television policy. 

In short, future television viewers will 
have the opportunity of watching 380 (as 
against 350) feature films per year and 
more of these than hitherto will bo Fede- 
ral Republic productions. 

These Incomprehensible measures, which 
certainly do not favour films, have met 
wHh immediate strong protest on the part 
of the Him Industry, Dr Engelbrocht, diair- 
man of (lie Association of Federal Repub- 
lic Cinemas (f IDF), Immediately resigned 
tiis post as deputy chairman of the Film 
and Television Commission, and the Indi- 
vidual inslilutes were overwhelmed with 
protest letters, almost ail of which could 
be summed up In the following sentence; 
“The present situation gives rise to se- 
rious concern as to the survival of our 
branch of the film industry." Some ex- 
pressed their dissatisfaction more forcibly 
end threatened lo lodge a constitutional 
complaint. 

According lo another statement, which 
only serves to emphasize the seriousness 
of the situation, 4G0 cinemas In the Fede- 
ral Republic have closed this year, and 
another five hundred closures are expec- 
ted next year. Having misunderstood Us 
function, FFA must be held considerably 
responsible for this development. ■ 

And what is television's altitude to all 
tills? A leading representative of the 1st 
Federal Republic TV Channel has said 
quite openly, as was reported In the film 
magazine PHm-EcholFilni-Wodie. that tele- 
vision cannot bo expected to broadcast 
Inferior programmes for the benflt of the 
film industry. 


In one respect the television spokes- 
man Is undoubtedly rlghL: television pro- 
grammes would Indeed be inadequole if 
they did not include feature films, And no 
one Is trying to persuade the TV compa- 
nies lo stop screening cinema films alto- 
gether. They have earned credit particu- 
larly by showing premieres of avont 
garde films. 

And yet a programme such as that for 
the 49th week of last year can only odd 
fuel to the present explosive situation. 
During tills week both channels screened 
a total of six feature films of which tlirco 
— Rosen lilr den Slanlannwnlt (2nd Chan- 
nel) Red River (1st Channel) and Moulin 
Rouge (1st Channel) — are cinema suc- 
cesses, which are still box-office draws. 

For quite some time these problems 
have no longer existed In tho USA, the 
Netherlands and Sweden. There, film and 
television work hand In hand in mi at- 
mosphere of mutual cooperation. If, on 
the other hand, this country Is incapable 
of at last pursuing a ruasonnbla film po- 
licy, appointing the right people lo the 
appropriate bodies and pulling an end lo 
unfair competition, then In tho foresee- 
able future Ilia miserable position of the 
film Industry will become a cntnslrupho. 

(RHEIN- NnCKAR-ZBITUNQ, fl Don- nil .it IWGD) 


(Photo; Sdiaiuonl/Constdnllii/TeampreBi) 

Music starts it 
all happening 

t 

E verything goes heiici with music” soys 
n Gciuiiin opi'rrtl.i, humorously. Thfi 
slogan may til many silu.il inns and many 
tempera men is — bill it ivrtainly does not 
suit a temporanii'iit smli .is Ulrlili Kdia- 
nioiil's. This it'i-yuur-iihl diicclur, who up 
to now has mil buen veiy fond of music 
In films, has based bis latest wink Oi/flf- 
tell In i lie// entirely on snugs. 

Ulridi Sduimoiii lias found a comple- 
tely new use fur music in films. Thu slo- ' 
gan Is no longer, ''Everything (foes belter 
with music," bill, "This music starts every- 
thing happening.'* 

Tho music in question was cnmposrd 
by a young man who some yoais ago 
began to Unidt himself U» ploy llm guiUt 
and earned a piteous living playing in 
Wosl Merlin pubs. The composer is Inga 1 
luster burg. 

I la soon found Hum! Ii tends who wen 
also nm-items and they joined forces. Al 
first the quartet sang tolk songs whlih 
wore nil the rage at the time, lint Mima 
lively young men soon lenllM'd Mini folk 
would lead (hem to a dead end. Tha 
group wbidi was called iusterhiirg f* C'o 
broku up ami evolved a completely nevr 
way oi making music, a mlxluic of ca- 
baret quips and deliberately ruinanilc 1 

iTuimoriJ. 


Film material must be ripe for treatment 

IALMINO IU rKUUULfcK AKH1UK BKAUNfcK 


T his country's greatest film producer 
Arthur "Atze" Brauner, aged 50, only 
once thought in terms of making an ar- 
tistic film. That was more than twenty 
years ago. He made a film called Mori- 
inrt, the story of a group of concentra- 
tion camp escapees who are driven to and 
fro between the Red Army and the Ger- 
man forces. The film gained Brauner 
good notices, an award at the Venice 
Film Festival — and nine years in debt. 

Since then this clever film salesman has 
devoted himself more to popular films 
than to subjects which Interest him per- 
sonally. His latest success recipe is called 
Grosslllm In Co-Produktlon. Der Tyrann 
is already on the production line and 
Kampf um Rom, “the moat expensive 
German film during the past fifty years, ‘ 
will be started soon. What does the most 
successful film producer in this country 
tit ink of his medium? 

SuccesB has given him self-confidence 
□nd made him detached, Arthur Brauner 
brings his film aesthetic down to one 
common denominator: “A box-office Fai- 
lure Is senseless. What does the producer 
gain from good notices? Critics say that 
he has achieved a few good sequences 
but that is about all. As a producer, one 
must be able to judge these things cor- 
rectly oneself." 

How docs one make a successful film? 
Brauner: The producer must know what 
subject is ripe for treatment. A synthesis 


of smoodi and sex Is a healthy recipe for 
producers. But it does not guarantee suc- 
cess. The mentality of the audience 
changes. I think I am on to a good thing 
with adventure films at the moment, be- 
cause none have been made for quite a 
time. By making adventure films 1 am 
filling a gap. 

Do you know your audience? 

Brauner; Audiences don't know what 
they want. But I try to make films for 
charwomen and professors. Kampi um 
Rom could be suited to both kinds of 
audience. 

Where do you get your Him material 
from? 

Brauner: Usually 1 consider plays, no- 
vels and short stories which hove already 
been published. Alternatively, I commis- 
sion scenarios. 

And what do you look for In a story? 

Brauner: Above all I look for good 
characters, the way In whidi they are 
developed and appropriate situations. In 
this country authors describe situations 
and let tha characters act accordingly. 
This is not so everywhere else In the 
world. It is not situations but the charac- 
ters who create a situation, who are 
Important. If we had authors like the 
Italians or the French do, we would get 
on better. We have some good actors, 
but authors . . . 

Who has the last word about a pro- 
posed film? 


Brauner; In almost all countries the 
producer reaches the final decision be- 
cause the director Is unable to distance 
himself from his material. 

Can the producer reach an objective 
decision? 

Brauner: Of course. He wants the film 
to be a success. 

Do you Influence the director's work? 

Brauner; I discuss every passage of 
dialogue, every scene, every character 
with (he director. 1 look at the rushes 
every day. And when it comes to edit- 
ing, we confer again so as to reach a 
Joint decision. 

Have you ever tried working with 
young directors? 

Brauner: it is difficult for an estab- 
lished producer In this country to find 
a working relationship with a young 
director. The press praises them highly 
and they no longer know what they are 
doing. They thought they knew every- 
thing and have flopped. Their basic 
mistake was thinking that thpy ought 
not to cooperate with established pro- 
ducers. But one must listen to one's 
teachers. 

Hava you got a favourite film? 

Brauner; The most beautiful and the 
niost human film which I have ever seen 
in my life was When the Cranes Ply. I 
have had it screened in my home seven 
times. (KOI nor Stadt-Annlger, S December JS6B) 


Evoryday life in the slums of the Krcuz- 
berg area of Wosl Berlin where, in tha 
dilapidated buildings ami pubs, poor 
simple people formed a kind of lii«| happy 
family with painters, writers, students 
and major and minor genii, where every- 
one knows and respects overyone else— 1 
a situation which Is regarded as an Idyll 
of a past era in today's largo cities— 
tlds provides the insterlmry group not 
only Willi their musical but also with 
their textual in-pirution. 

These four Kreuzberg musicians an 
the centre of interest of the film Quai- 
tett Im Bell, they ond their songs, whidi 
for these boys do not merely represent 
a Job but a fundamental expiesslmi oi 
life. Their songs arc simply about vital 
moves them and what they say in ordi- 
nary conversation, though admittedly 
in a less poetic fashion. 

With sharp Insight, Ulridi Sthamofli 
has recognised that these young men are 
typical representative's of the discontent- 
ed younger generation, os found In Wesl 
Berlin as a whole and particularly 1° 
Kreuzberg. He has recorded the reality 
of West Berlin and has set the music to 
mostly documentary Lamer a work. 

And the apparently impossible Is achiev- 
ed: the songs, mdny oi whldi have Lh® 
smoochy melodies of hit records, do not 
have a contrapuntal effect on the photo- 
graphy but utterly and completely com- 
plement the pictures. 

(flEUE RUHH ZriTUHG, 1 December iMh 
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years in Ibis country. It will lie open until 
let January. 


Paolozzi and Niki de St Phalle sculptures 
in Diisseldorf exhibition 


I taly’s ijKMiisl living siii1|>i,,r lives In 
Cmjljiid. Tlii.s is a Ji»l.fofc , Miir. , iel»ei , ,iiiso 
Eduardo P.iuhiz/i is an Finjlisliiu.in, tho 
son oi immigrant It iillcin pari-nls, 

Paolozzi is one of Uiuso rate a i lists 
who reappear nvuiy lew years with an 
entirely now ln*ly nf wuik without heinq 
accused of emu l.i tint] current trends, as 
con be said of so ninny others whoso 
style is in n stale ot flux. Needless to say, 
Paolozzi is deeply involved in the formal 
and thematic problems oi the present, bill 
ho avoids being trapped by any one dog- 
ma, just ns lie avoids dogmatism In his 
own art. 

Paolozzi’s sculptures — now that he lias 
had his adventures in scrap and art infor- 
mal— u re among the most imaginative, 
suggestive and peculiarly plastic compo- 
sitions of tills decade. This begins with 
his quaint altars and shrines which he 
usually welds and moulds in aluminium. 

These have a patently hierarchical, fi- 
guratively orionlulPd, filrucUire. They are 
ollen crowned with finds from iho mecha- 
nical world. These deltills, however, are 
invariably integrated with gu'.it skill into 
the genera! scheme of the work. 


Walther Kiaulehn 



W allher Kiaulehn, author and theatre 
critic, died suddenly la his flat in 
Munich, aged CO. 



Paolozzi's sculptors release various as- 
sot i.'ilious — towers, chess, cupboards, ta- 
boni.ii.Tqs, divinity, power stations, ro- 
bots, warden 3, Big Brother, philosophy. 
The lilies are likewise associative: Con- 
sul-, The lust of file Idols; Tower for Mon- 
drian/ The World divided In Pads/ Witt- 
genstein ut Casa I no /; Medea. 

The surfaces of the sculptors are ele- 
vated or turned in upon themselves with 
geometric reliefs (grooves, rectangles) or 
by means of electric components, spokes 
and rays. This gives them an almost ba- 
roque, narrative, airy appearance. 

Paolozzi refines litis amusing process of 
using ornamental effects to extricate mo- 
numental forms from the realms of un- 
nppro.ichnbllity with rich, colourful paint- 
ing Hint almost has a folk art flavour to 
it. Tilts ncceultuii.es the appeal of die ra- 
li< ■ii.illy iiuuiuh'd upper surfaces. 


- man of humour 

vonlion.il though well- In formed history 
of Icchnnloijy in the servlco of mankind. 

With his collection of essays, Lesebinfi 
lilr Ladder Walthor Klnulclin prnvod to 
lliose who were not so familiar with ids 
newspaper art id os that throughout his 
II To his si-iisa of humour never failed 
him, despite the many InmMiipx ho 
niul u red. lbs Beilin, Uddeksal clnvr Well- 
.sftnif, published leu years ago, is n fitting 
and impressive memorial to Ids tmllvu 
city. 

Soon after the war ICInuMi/i moved 
In Munich whole lie lived until his death. 
Besides his work as a journalist he found 
tiuii! to ad In stage plays and Ciib.irol 
shows. In Pi. r >u bn joiund tho staff of tho 
Mrtin finer Merftur where tin mum distin- 
guished himself as (mo of lod.iy'n lend- 
ing U it lex. (Vlmin: il/Mj 

iSl.iiiiniVtivlio AllijMiioliia, 7 Decemlior tuoaj 


This Icdiidguc sec-ms lo have failed in 
two works, Toklo and Handel, which Pao- 
Jozzl pain led without any apparent regard 
for tho formal lines. Here an Illogical or- 
nament — illogical because the compo- 
sition of the work did not require it— is 
superimposed on objects in space until 
those ore almost obliterated. This then 
looks like colourful camouflage:. 

In 1964 ond 1965 Paolozzi's art began to 
lose its massive qualities, that at times 
seemed almost threatening. Tho sculp- 
tures are raised from the ground by snake - 
Ilka colls of pipes. Wheels are added, the 
block -like effect Is dissolved in figurative, 
surrealist ensembles that recall Max 
Ernst. 

Then came the phase of autonomous 
pipes whidi, painted or polished, seemed 
lo take possession of space in a complex 
and frighteningly greedy manner. Tho di- 
mensions are enormous, ond the progres- 
sion of joinings, overlappings, crosscuts, 
recoils and colour stripes havo a disar- 
ming self-confidence. Looking at them, the 
works of a Titan, it would seem, con- 
tinually stalking new ideas, one finds one- 
self entering a auphorlc slate in which art 
hero lakes possession of tho viewer, art 
Uml seems to exist in exact rhythm witii 
the 1) re.il h of this age, 

P.iolozzi's sallies into Minimum Art aro 
most forceful evidence llial lie again and 
again breaks out of the standards he has 
sot himself. He is insatiable. He enrldios 
(lie simplest geometric basic fomis with 
Paolozzi details, lie at innges rhomboid 
pi lies iii a triangle, oxagye rales the weld- 
ing seams with n prominent rib and 
bunds back Iho huso of the work to nmko 
it kIii ml but also to ijlvn even this sim- 
plest uf dt dal Is a moru graceful flowing 
line. 

Piirilozzl'KliilesLere.illvaphiisu, In wlihli 
im It. is lust hum . 1 of ids flexibility ami 
Kimslllvlly, is marked by dirom I uni-phi led 
slnel BLiilplmirs which blond elegance, 
hplc nrb hi r, iieiitleru'ss, smooth c urves and 
waves uf reflections with Iho cool f.iscl- 
ii.ilhui id material worked lo a point of 
pm feet ion. Thu exhibition of Paolozzi's 
works in Iho Diisseldorf Kunslhallc is one 
of thu finest displays ul the works of any 
(•lie nr l Is l lliat Inivc been seen in i remit 


In sharp contrast to the I'.iul.iz/i exhi- 
bition Is another display on the lop floor of 
iho Kunslhallc, completed last year, whcio 
the KunsLvoreln lias its rooms. The amus- 
ing Niki da St Phalle here presents her 
fat “Manns." Tills woman with the pecu- 
liar name has a mania which lakes iho 
foini of everything being bigger than with 
the olliers, everything more colourful and 
garish. 

This is a fair of the nrtlslic demi-monde, 
amusing and terrible. A nnnaLor nf lalry 
tales from the realm of diarhi Ions, Disney- 
land in an orgy of polyester. 

Sex and eroticism of the short-armed, 
stumpy legged primeval mother. Piclme 
books with crazy birds and silly geese, A 
looming circus lull to tha top with publi- 
city, extending even lo the designers in 
the Deutsches Staalslhealer. 

Dreams of Ego with paillettes, mutts, 
old clothes and death cult. Enormous 
women beside childishness, naive lasci- 
viousness, vulgarity and belated puberty. 
The clever arts and crafts of a restless, 
intriguing woman. 

Indeed, a big change from Paolozzi. He 
discovers a third fascinating world be- 
tween ids own identity and Ills public, she 
tirelessly projecLs her inner world, Inflat- 
ing it (o a bizarre splurge of banality. 
This exhibition la open until 1st January, 

(SQddmitsdio Zeliunj, 7 Drccmboi L90B) 

Cultural events 
at 1972 Olympics 

A vent garde trends will ho repre- 
sented in tlio Munich 1972 cultural pro- 
gramme. The diuirmnu of the Olympic 
cultural affairs committee, Herbert Hu* 
lienemser, announced Inst week in West 
Berlin that among other experimental t 
pro j eels Tolal The.it ru with electronic’ 
effects will bo included in tlio prey ram me. 

llurr Holiciieinsar said .that a compe- 
tition fa being arranged iirwhJdv Iwelvo 
cumpuseis from ibis coimliy will bn in- 
vlLed lo present their Olympic Ihcitio- 
Iiiiigs or fanfares. West Rodin's cultur.il 
cuitlribuLiun will be guest pc rfi immures 
of tho I’hlUuiinvoniQ ami the IHUlUvirmu- 
n ic choir. 

Cultural coni arts are also being ar- 
ranged with Hie East Berlin government. 
M is hoped to engage Iho Dresden Sl.mls- 
kupcdlc. 

(LIE YVCLf. y Pill., ini' 1-1 IQGfl) 


Left-wing artists leap to action in Berlin 

YOUNG REFORMERS GAIN LITTLE SUPPORT 


Klauichn's friends and colleagues saw 
him in such good form of late that at first 
few of them believed tlio news. Indeed, 
few had ever realised or believed that tlds 
cni.-rgulic writer and Journalist was near- 
ing siiventy. 

Wallher Kiuulebn started out In life 
os an elect riel an, but was soon making 
a name lor liiinsL*lf with the pen. f fa was 
boin in Berlin, and by 1924 he was on 
the stall of Die Berliner Tuycblatt, one 
oi ihc most influential newspapers in the 
capital at that time. In 1930, lie Julned 
Ihc st.ilf uf the B7. am Millay, which had 
the widest circulation in Berlin, and In 
which liis concise pungent style had 
yic.der freedom lo develop. 

However deeply Wallher Kiaulehn 
Was embroiled In the whirl of daily 
n vents, he never ceased in his search 
(or a broader vision, reviewing pest 
achivemcnls and failures and looking to 
the future. From his extensive knowledge 
he was ever anxious to give a true pic- 
ture of events. 

Kiaulehn showed himself from another 
side in 1932 with his booklehnciusTrosf- 
llbel und Ge/ddiferbuch (he also wrote 
under this pseudonym). Two years later 
D/e el semen Engel appeared, and uncon- 


A il policy is being pursued in West 
Berlin, from the left. Young painters 
arid graphic artists, sculptors, art students 
and students are disyusled with what 
they call the "art business" which In true 
capitalist style Is lurnlng nrl into a pro- 
duct, abandoning real artists to the dic- 
tates of the market. 

Discontent with the art Industry is 
widespread. Led by a group of young 
painters v/oll-vcrsed in sociology, the 
loft wing of Wesl Berlin's art commu- 
nity has succeeded In reorganising the 
association representing the interests of 
graphic artists. Until now, policy was 
decided by the "established” elders, and 
it must be admitted that these were nei- 
ther vory imaginative nor very active. 

The tactical approach of the young ar- 
tists was basically simple. They first 
joined the assoclotion, then at the an- 
nual meeting they kept the discussion 
going until the elders’ strength failed 
them and they went home. When vari- 
ous matters eventually came to a vote 
the Left-wing element was In the major- 
ity. 

They secured the key positions. Now 
muth will depend on what they have to 


TrauMurlerRnndscliaD 

VaibWQlM taqimltona 


offer. That they will not be willing to 
lake anything silting down goes without 
saying. 

Similar tactics were employed by the 
left against the West Berlin Kunstverela. 
The statutes of tills Vareln are reput- 
edly not very democratic. Associate 
members are not allowed to vote. This 
right Is reserved for fully subscribing 
members, about thirty in number, and 
these are life members. 

Again the left succeeded in forming a 
majority at the annual meeting. A mo- 
tion to alter the statues of the associa- 
tion was adopted. 

Now the subscribing members must 
decide what to do. They would be ill- 
advised to reject the proposals of the 
left, as various long-established members 
attempted to do at the annual meeting. 

One old gentleman cried pathetically, 
"Those who are bored can leave.*’ Pro- 


fessor Werner Hafimnnn said Lliat the 
altitude of the opposition was “unusu- 
ally childish." Other worthies lapsed into 
the patronising lone of "Now listen here, 
young man,” os if these young men were 
not lo be token seriously. 

Not one ol the full raemlicia of iho 
Kunslvercin was prepared la tako a 
stand on the resolutions tabled by the 
young reformers. Their refusal to discuss 
proposals to revise the Verein’s statutes 
was indeed a sad sign oi their own 
ineptitude. 

What these young pointers and sculp- 
tors envisage is a cooperative frame- 
work. within the Kunstvorein. In othc-r 
words, all members whether subscribing 
or otherwise should yet together find 
discuss planned exhibitions, purchases 
and measures to promo le art In Wtit 
Berlin. 

Professor Hartmann fears tha l such 
democratic processes within the associa- 
tion would lead to provincial trends in 
art. The reformers do not share tins 
view and are conlident that their belter 
arguments will ultimately prevail. 

(Pr&ntflurlw Rund^duu. 'j Dr'«.)n>>ci ivOi 
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IQ EDUCATION 

Universities clamour for more flexibility 
in managing their financial affairs 


B n«Jc Law statas | lull art and science, 
li-.iclii urr nnd research may be freely 
l»ur:iie«l. Admittedly lids is only half the 
tr u l In lo Ue Accurate, Iho proviso "as 
to n t| as limy do not require any money" 
should lie added. When money, public 
money, is needed, the auloiiomy of acn- 
rl if line instil minus is endangered. 

A budget covering one year stales 
precisely liow miicli may be spent on 
wh.it, mul a representative of the slate, 
•i cuiiilor nr n vice-chancellor, mokes sure 
Hint the budget Is adhered to. in addi- 
I ii.ii, the «-x|icil suprmsiuii of education 
inintslfrjs over ecoiiuinic and staffing 
in. liters ds laid out In uni vcinily legista- 
lion eiiMiies that as for as anything ill' 
vi living money Is concerned the univer- 
sities arc kept on a short loud. 

For n long lime universities have on- 
tlmml Ibis short lead phUenllyi il is only 
rccmilly Hint tlioy have licijun to strain 
ei I Hit* leash and I hey ate duiny so all 


1 



the more Insistently. the more exjiensive 
leaching and research become, the more 
rapidly cosls Increase and the more pal- 
pably it Is realised (hat all academic 
nclfvilies can be kept in a slate of 
dependence and curtailed because o! 
financial considerations. 

One thing which annoys the universi- 
ties Is Hint the money paid out Is always 
allocated for specific purposes. This is a 
result of the methods used ior fiscal cal- 
culations. Money which is provided for 
professors can only he spent on profes- 
sors, and if tills Is il oL possible because 
appointments procedures would be In- 
volved, thon the money cannot be spent 
on enlarging an institute's librmy or 
purchasing ledmical equipment. 


Another polnl Is that at the moment 
budgetary plans may only be concluded 
for the duration of one year. Tlio "pro- 
duction costs" of o university are, by 
their very nature, long-term investments 
and thei efore require long-term plan- 
ning. 

At present if a university does not 
distribute (he funds granted to it, It runs 
(he risk that contributions for a parti- 
cular purpose will be scratched from 
its next year's budget. Consequently, 
shortly before the end of the budgetary 
year nil universities try lo spend unused 
funds on something or other, and this 
does not always lead to rational expend- 
iture. 

A third reason for many difficulties 
is llte division oi university administra- 
tion Into a self-administrative depart- 
ment responsible for teaching and re- 
search nnd an economic and staff admlnis- 
t ration section, which disposes of funds. 


aimed merely at covering necessities Into 
a modem “organised financial policy,* 
nnd to eliminate the difficulties created 
by the medium-term financial planning 
because of budgetary legislation. 

The first bill involves an amendment 
lo Basic Law which will smooth the way 
for reforms} the second establishes prin- 
ciples for harmonising Iho budgetary le- 
gislation or Hie central government and 
the Federal states} and the third bill pio- 
posos new Federal budget regulations 
which would replace Hie Reich Budget Act 
of 1022 which is still valid. 

A report commissioned by the Vice- 
chancellors* Conference and drawn up by 
the Tubingen lawyer Professor Thomas 
Oppormann comes lo the conclusion that 
universities would have good reason for 
welcoming the development envisaged 
In the reform bills. 

In oulor to ensuie Hint the new possi- 
bilities would also be exploited in fa- 
vour of universities, Professor Opper- 
mnnn suggests that Hie bill should in- 
clude a clause relating to universities 
which would replace the Reich Budget Act 
monlsiny budgetary law. 

Working 

arrangements 


Hope for Ulm 
design college 

D espite the derision oi the Stutlgoil 
Cabinet to close Lite Ulm College of 
Design on 31 December and to reopen it 
.iftei ns short a break as possible, there 
is reason to hope that the "continuous 
transition'" Into & more stabte college, 
which lecturers and students and the Cdu- 
culion Ministry hope to achieve, may still 
be possible at the last moment. 

On Friday 6 December, the Finance 
Commit log oi the Stuttgart slut* parlia- 
numi luid lo deride on lluee motions uf- 
Ivllng Lhe College of Design. The Natio- 
nal Pi'innri.iUr Party fNPD) had asked 
(Mai lhe allocation for the college In the 
HUM budget should be cancelled run! that 
(he collage should totally be abolished. 

The Social Democratic JWly |SPD| .mil 
the Fice Democratic Party (FDP) bud sub- 
milled a un-lion suggesting that from Ja- 
nuary PJGfl lhe college should continue to 
function as a male Institute. The Chris- 
tian Deinocralic Union (CDU) proposed 
Ilia l the hUQ.OOu Marks lor the College of 
Design should ba retained cmiriiUnmilly. 


sire and inlcnlion to retain a college of 
design In lhe state through its latest bud- 
get, one wonders whether the sponsor of 
the college, the Scholl Foundation, could 
not do something lo help: for example, 
paying salaries, even 11 reduced salaries, 
between January and lhe autumn of M09 
until Lite new status of the college has 
been firmly established. 

The foundation is giving beifous 
thought lo this matter, as was reported by 
executive member Zumstaq (Ulm). Zum- 
sUifl expressed special praise lor the. stu- 
dents, who have probably suffered greater 
hardship Ilian lecturers because of con- 
ditions at Hie college since lust February. 
The best and lire really constructive sug- 
gestions About the future of the College 
of Design, whlUr despite everything re- 
mains u unique institution, have come 
from the students themselves. (It was re- 
cently rumoured that OJren In Switzer- 
land was Interested in (.iking over (lie 
college.) 

One can only luipe. that mailers will 
t.ike >1 Ulm fm Hie better. 

(S\k<lil«iiWdic ZoIiihi.], 1 Dn»iln4 |%H) 


The more money reseat dr, tench iny and 
training require, the more Important it 
becomes for expect decisions to be readi- 
ed and to ensure that all those whu are 
parly to decision-making bring their ex- 
pertise to bear. 

This is becoming increasingly realised, 
and recent drafts (or university legisla- 
tion have certainly been directed to- 
wards creating a unified administration 
with a permanent executive body mid 
Lu wards giving i mil v id uni departments 
more influence on budgetary prosequi Is. 

A synoptical review of recenl regula- 
tions concerning central administrative 
bodies, budget proposals, siipci vision diid 
the preambles to university legislation 
or pioposed bills, drawn up by the Fede- 
ral Republic Vice-chancellors' Confen-uce 
and recently made public, provides inter- 
esting conclusions on the present Mage 
of developments. 

In addition, and the Vicc-rh.uu.ellMiV 
Conference agrees on this point, univer- 
sities can nnllcfpulo Dial (be refund of 
budgetary law initiated by the yciv-ni- 
ment will result in further Inosmiiiiy of 
the universities' budgetary xlndyhl-J.nkel. 

The Federal government has put for- 
ward three bills which are InUunh-d In 
transform the traditional (iiumcinl policy 


According lo Hi is clause, entries in 
budgetary plans for universities would 
be dealt with front the point of view of 
both interested parlies and could be trans- 
ferred to tho next year's budget. Limiting 
clauses, which propose that funds granted 
Could only be distributed with the per- 
mission of the Finance Ministers con- 
cerned, should bu reslrlclod to "excep- 
tional cases or unavoidable necessity.” 

If the financial planning council pro- 
posed In the harmonisation legislation 
denis with measures intended to pro- 
mote academic activities, then two 
representatives elected by members of 
(ho Arls, Science ami Research Council, 
tho Mnx Plmuk Society, tho Rosomch 
Association ami tho Vicc-dianchcl tors' 
Conference should take pail in dicus&ions. 

Tho Federal Republic Vlm-th-nice] lots' 
Ciniferencu agrees with the view ex- 
piossnd in Ibis report. It is also convinc- 
ed lh.it mutually ml.ipl.ihlu mul tninxli'i- 
ahlo budget entries would he more bene- 
ficial for universities Hum the lump stun 
subsidies, whirl) have, been iinirli discuss- 
ed u! tide bemuse they cmi Involve tho 
risk oi nveiall cuts in subsidies. 

tmilTSniLS At Lc a-MMMI'S SOHNTAnsm ATT. 

II I>iv«iuIi»i I MM) 


In other words lhe so-rullcd re-iound- 
Ing of the college I nr the 1 ‘it. 0/70 winter 
semester must be ef levied and the will 
In mu ll nue supporting the college must 
o.is I, before tho money is paid out. This 
is iiow Iho chairman of the Finance Com- 
mit lee, Frank (SPD), interprets the deci- 
le ion. 

it is also appreciated that Lhe College 
pi Design needs up to 1.5 million Marks 
annually. The Finance Minister has expli- 
citly staled that funds not anticipated In 
budgetary plans will be granted Lu the 
college lor unavoidable expenses, for in- 
stance money fur the upkeep of buildings 
or to cover the cosls oi appointments ne- 
guli-ifions. 

The proposed commission of experts 
would be primarily responsible for deal- 
ing with the formal organisation, that Is 
the future pattern of the college, so that 
il is assured a firm place in the state's 
overall university plans. 

Suggestions on this point, for example 
the idea of coordination with Stuttgart’s 
technical college, have been too vague up 
to now. The fact that College of Design 
students do not need to have passed 
school -leaving examinations would ob- 
struct complete coordination with the 
technical college. (This difficulty would be 
eliminated if in fuLure the College of 
Design made admission conditional upon 
the possession oi a technical university 
diploma.) 

Now that the Beden-WhiUemberg Fi- 
nance Committee has made known its de- 


T eic visiV.ii o lEVCKll? ni'ifessi.r, 7r,o 
director Bern hard Grzltnek, is in for 
*ume competition. Preparations are now 
underway at the 2nd Channel headquar- 
ters In Main;: for a truly contrasting pro- 
gramme called Television University, or 
as director Karl Hotzamer prefers lo call 
il, "Tele-Uni". 

Whereas today medical students crane 
their nodes to get a look at a “case", in 
a lew years time a single television ca- 
mera may provide students with a photo- 
graphic commentary on procedures in the 
comfort of their own rooms. Students may 
also be able lo watch diemlrol experi- 
ments on TV. 

The television university is certainly 
nol a new idea conceived by the 2nd 
Channel. But now that comparable ex- 
periments have been conducted in other 
countries, now that the government Is 
prepared to help financially and now that 
legal documents on the possible Btatus 
of a TV university have been put for- 
ward, realisation of these bold television 
plans Is a good deal more likely. 

For a start “a series of programmes 
orientated towards university studies" ts 
due to begin next autumn. The concept 
of a television university is clearly de- 
fined: because of overcrowding at uni- 
versities, television is to ba exploited to 
reduce the burden Imposed on present 
further education establishments. 

A television university would be par- 
ticularly useful for introductory lectures 
In all subjects and for scientific courses. 


Second channel makes 
preparations 
for television university 


ft would be the first university to concen- 
trate entirely on teaching to the exclusion 
of original research. 

Karl Holzamer, direclor of the 2nd 
Channel, harbours no illusions as lo the 
possibilities and limits of a tele-uni: "We 
will never be able to replace universi- 
ties} we merely want to ease their task. 
This presupposes that universities recog- 
nise what la taught by the television uni- 
versity. We do not want to arouse any 
false hopes which would only cause dis- 
appointment." 

At the same time Professor Holzamer 
stresses the importance of personal en- 
counters between teachers and students. 
Thus, in addition to the television pro- 
grammes, seminars and contact points 
would have to be Initiated et universities 
to that the material taught per television 
could be revised and intensified. 

Finally, as before all examinations 
would have to be taken at existing uni- 
versities, because only the present uni- 
versities ere entitled to confer degrees. 
The enormous financial outlay involved 
in setting up a tele-uni would only be 
Justified if as many universities as pos- 
sible introduced accompanying seminars, 


since the 2nd Channel prog i«i mines would 
be screened throughout the Federal Re- 
public. 

At the insistence of Christian Demo- 
cratic Bundestag member Dr Berlhold 
Martin, who is also a member of the 
2nd Channel board of governors, Federal 
Minister of Research Gerhard Stoltenbcrg 
approved in principle "appropriate finan- 
cial participation by the government" in 
Hie middle of October last year. 

In accordance with the "agreement be- 
tween the government and Federal stales 
on the establishment and extension of 
universities'* dated IB February 1968, the 
central government could cover fifty per 
cent of liie investment costs of a tele- 
vision university. A pre-requisite, how- 
ever, would be close cooperation with an 
existing university, as envisaged by the 
Hamburg lawyer Professor Werner Thlenie 
fn a report on “Legal Aspects of a Tele- 
vision University." 

An existing university could establish 
an institute for television teaching and 
the 2nd Channel would simply act as on 
intermediary making its equipment avail- 
able lo the university. 

(Franklin lor Rurohdiaii. 28 Novwnbcr I’j&fl) 
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H medicine 


Disadvantages of plaster casts 

DEGENERATION SYMPTOMS IN THE BONES 


ZEITUUO IUH DElll iCHlAllD 


I n (he old days m thi.pcitisls treated ninny 
diseases of tin* litiito; by hniiioMlK.ilioii 
in plaster, oflt-n tor st-iwal inonllvq tins 
applied, for example, In «:■ inqeiiil.il dis- 
location of lhe hip-Joinl, Unite opera I ions 
and resetting rnniji-nil.il coiilmcliuts of 
the limbs siuii ns club-feet or t.dlpi-s c.d- 


Small rliihli on who were immobilised 
in a pelvic plaster-cast for more than 
twelve weeks often suffered spontaneous 
fruclures mote frequently than usual. In 
addition, symphysis, glenoid cavity and 
convex articular smf.tce often developer] 
deformities. 

These modi ((eil ions used lo l.e asso- 
ciated with an innate Inferiority nl the 
osseous tissue, which was thought lo ac- 
count fur all limb dufoniutius and also hi- 
fi.ituinaluiy, doijcner.il is e illnesses. Dis- 
turbances in bnno growth following inju- 
ries during rhildhuiHl wore partially dim 
to inappropriate use oi plaster ol I 1 , nix. 

Joachim Fielder, inrlmvr mul senior 
orthopedic .specialist at Ilia Justus Lie Illy 
University in Giessen, lias made n thor- 
ough study of the causes of this in mu 
atruphy. He was recently awarded tho 
5,0QU-Maik Heine Prize by tire Federal 
Republic Oithopedic S<»'iely Ini bis In- 
vcbtiyaliuii. 


As pail of his study, Bidder axpcil- 
mvnu-i) »*n guinea-pigs of various ngesi 
tho animals wero put In pelvic plaster- 
c.ihlu fur between two and six weeks. 
Even altar only Iwo weeks' Immobilisa- 
tion, lhe subsequent examination of the 
leg revealed considerable modifications 
to cai 1 1 luge and bones. 

The log growth of lire youngest experi- 
mental animals was reduced by four mllll- 
inelti'Sj as a insult of plaster treatment, 
slightly older 11 adolescent" animals dis- 
played a reduced growth of 1.6 milll- 
i net i es. 

After only one week in plaster, the ten- 
sile strong Ih ol Hie leg is reduced by 20 
per cent} alter three weeks it drops by 
50 per cent, and after six weeks In piaster 
It amounts to a mere 33 per cent of the 
original value. Immobilisation also re- 
duces the hardness of the smallest areas 
of tire hone surtace. 

X-ray measurement of sections of leg 
hone from which plaster had been re- 
moved alter only two weeks treatment 
showed a 53-por-ceut reduction In the 
imitv trabecula surface. Decomposition of 
hunt! nubecula in growing animals occurs 
thirl I y during the first few weeks of im- 
mobilisation} tho decomposition oi bone 
cortex, on Hie oilier band, progresses con- 
tddcu.ddy more slowly. 

Weighing uu-pl.islered small sections 
or butiu cortex demonstrated mineral 
losses of bclweOii 10.8 and 14.6 per cent 
ol the bone tissue still present. Iiniiiobill- 
s.ilion also increases the amount of cal- 
I'iinii i*xi M*litI In faeces, and phosphorus 
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excrolion also increases slightly, whilst 
Uie potassium balance remains positive. 

On the basis of his clinical and experi- 
mental experience, Eldiler recommends 
various measures to reduce osteoporosis, 
that is the complications caused by 
degeneration ol ilrm osseous tissue. Fox 
instance, a plastercast should only be 
applied If It is absolutely necessary. 

H Immobilisation In plaster Is prescribed, 
It should be remembered that with small 
children complications can arise as a re- 
sult of Inactivity osteoporosis within a 
low months. In the long run, there lore, 
surgical treatment is oiten much more be- 
neficial than several months in plaster to 
correct malformations of the limbs. 

Malformations on both sides of tho body 
should either be surgically remedied du- 
ring a aingle operation, ox the second de- 
formity should only be operated upon 
alter breaking off Immobilisation. If limbs 
need to ba immobilised for long periods, 
consideration should ba given as to 
whothor temporary immobilisation hi cli- 
nical apporaluses would be sufficient. 


Godsend for 
weak 


A t least 30, Otm people would not be 
alive today if the eleclronlc cardiac 
pau'iuukci hud not been dovelopdi. This 
equipment, width is about (ho size of a 
hi IX uf 111,1 lilies, enables Its weareia lo 
loud nil eight- volt life, rids Is the t:urimt 
by menus uf width a "Hrcd" lie.u t Is on* 
cour.igod tr» lm.il by constant elm tile Im- 
pulses, H the ii.ilur.il Mtalillcitioii mcHi.i- 
n isms no longer liiiicthni. 

Hut lids app.ii.it iis li.is .me rjr.ivn ,1K- 
mlv. mtage: the bulimies wlibh puiihn'R 
llui eight* volt I'mient lust at best 1m two 
yours. NuW (Ids problem of piovldinq 
energy also fteunw lo have been solved — 
l>y a blo-ijalv.mic viiutlni. piuum-iker. 

At Hie fourth ulimuil conference ol lhe 
Federal Republic Society lor MisJiL.il ami 
Biological Electronics in Munich, Dr Mux 
Sdialiladi (11 Physical Institute uf tho 
West Beilin Technical University) ex- 
plained the novel apparatus. It is an elec- 
trolytic pacemaker which, as was reported 
In tho MetIJcal Tribune, has already been 
inserted in fourteen patients and been 
lesied lor over nine months. 

This piece of equipment solves the 
problem of providing constant sliinidulic-n 
In a very neat way: the body Itself pro- 
duces Hie required voltage. In principle, 
the mechanism works on very simitar 
lines lo the natural sequence of evenls. 

If a person has a healthy heart the 
stimulation waves, which are discharged 
by the heart and force it to contract, 
occur without any •outside help.* BuL 
with the electrolytic pacemaker tissue 
fluid from subcutaneous fatly tissue and 
the muscular apparatus is used to produce 
the necessary voltage between two elec- 
Iro-cheralcally dissimilar metals— (ho gal- 
vanic principle, which applies lo every 
battery, Is Imitated in the living organism: 
hence the description blo-galvnnic. 

The pacemaker, provided with energy 
by the body, has one zinc diloride and 
one silver chloride electrode. The com- 
plete apparatus weighs 43 grams, about 
as heavy as a large letter, and at first it 
was quadrangularj now It is like a flat 
cylinder and 1 b 40 millimetres in diameter 
and 13 millimetres thidc, about aa big as 
a round pill box. 


When operating upon severe Infantile 
m al formations, restoring the functioning 
of the limb Is decisive at first. Once chil- 
dren are able to walk and hold onto 
things, sufficient bone substance will be 
formed through stress and movement. 
A (tor a few years osteoporosis is scarcely 
evident, and then cosmetic surgery can 
be canted out. 

During the first few days after plaster 
has been removed, bones are more likely 
lo break. Posslve exorcises should, there- 
fore, be avoided at all cosls. Children 
should nol be expected lo do too much 
when performing active exercises. Pain 
should be avoided as far as possible. 

More difficult exercises should only be 
prescribed if X-rny plates show that the 
growth centres can withstand stress. Chil- 
dren who refuse to run after long periods 
of Immobilisation may still have weak 
bones. 

Degeneration symptoms In the bones as 
a result of enfoiced Immobilisation aie 
marked in adults as In children. But for- 
mative modifications arise after a few 
weeks. Operations on bones and UmbB, 
which allow patients to move soon after 
surgical treatment because of artificial 
Insertion of convex articular surfaces or 
stable fixation of bones — stable osteo- 
synthesis — are tar easier for patients to 
bear than operations on the skeleton 
which require lengthy immobilisation in 
piaster uf Paris. 

iVrankfurlet Allgomelno Zollung 
iUi Dcululilanil, 4 December 1864) 


people with 
hearts 


A l first tho stimulator operated without 
a v oil ago regulator su th.il (ha Impulse 
ftoquuncy was unslabla. Then tlta ro- 
sea idiaifl at Went Berlin's Technical l/ul« 
varsity do vnloped a new voiskmi the main 
dlflmunrc between this ami Iho previous 
apparatus is that it lius n stop -regulator, 
which chops up (ha vollago and fllmul- 
tanntUisEy acts ns a lidiisformac. 

Tli« duvU e ulsc bos ccmtlniiBors for al- 
lei lulling voltage, red Hying ament nnd 
storage! pm poses os wull os Iho usual 
p<ia*m.iki*r circuit. A ftold-rltrcl tiansisfot 
nho Involves a voltage regulator, which 
helps tu lucre. iso tho voltage, for the stop- 
lerjnliiliM to mi luili.il strenrjlh of 5.5 v. 

Three years o( research preceded I ha 
development of the lilogalvanlc pace- 
maker. Because of the success achieved 
with the app.1 rain nl ready inserted. Ill teen 


KicIerNacMchfen 
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more Inset lions are lo be undertaken ns 
soon as possible. OI Lhe original fourteen, 
only one did not work because il was 
Inserted subcutaneously and attached to 
a previous cable system, which caused 
unfavourable diffusion reactions. 

The Insertion of a pacemaker Is more 
effective In the pectoral muscle than in 
the subcutaneous tissue, as well "moisten- 
ed" tissue is more suitable. U (ho appara- 
tus is used constantly for a year, one 
gram of zinc is given off by the electrode 
and this Is oxidised by a gal vonlc process. 

If diffusion conditions are favourable, 
the zinc oxidises more easily. No toxic 
reactions were observed In patients or 
experimental animals, though insertions 
did cause minor tissue modifications, 
which were only painful 11 the device was 
Inserted subcutaneously. 

(Kl»lci Nachildbtan. 5 DtrtfT.bei IH4) 
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□ TIIE ECONOMY 


Low ©! Integration is world-i 

BY ECONOMIC AFFAIRS MINISTER DR. KARL SCHILLER 




I nternational division of labour is by 
no moans a theoretical demand or a 
programme only. It is the only possible 
way to satisfy the demands of world 
population increases. It is also the pre- 
requisite for the full exploitation of the 
advantages of productivity and of pro- 
gress In the technological and economic 
field. 

From I his follows that exports are by 
no moans a higher value in themselves 
although they represent a considerable 
growth element. This is no less true of 
imports, For exports must Blway» be 
tinders leod as I he source providing the 
money to poy foi Imports. Therefore, 
whoever is in favour of an Increase in 


exports must also be in favour of higher 
imports. 

Moreover, In view of the close Inte- 
gration in today'B international economy, 
It is not possible In the long run that a 
country seeks full employment and inter- 
nal stability at the cost of equilibrium 
In the field of foreign trade and pay- 
ments. A "beggar-my-neighbour" policy 
can never be upheld. For surpluses on 
goods and services of one country are 
always confronted with equally large 
deficits of other countries. 

The stale of external disequilibrium Is 
also disadvantageous for a surplus coun- 
try. If It pursues a reasonable policy it 
will therefore pursue of Its own accord 
the policy of a good creditor. At the 
same lime, deficit countries will obvi- 
ously press for higher imports of goods 
and larger exports of capital by surplus 
countries. 

The Federal Republic whose surplus 
trading position has been the consequence 
of the recession of 19G6/67 has accelerated 
also the growth of imports by Us active 
economic policy. Moreover, It has in- 
creased its exports of capital which with 
a tendency towards longer terms come 
up to almost 9,000 million Marks in 1968. 

A fact frequently forgotten Is that this 
country has an adverse basic balance. 
The surpluses accrue in the balance of 
trade. It is shown here that although 
the revival of business activity has led 
to an accelerated growth of imports, ex- 
ports on the other hand have risen at an 
even faster rote. 

It has been this development which has 
led to the demand raised by various 
circles to upvalue the Mark. This en- 
tailed large-scale speculative movements. 


The Inflationary tendencies tn some major 
industrialised countries too, where prlco 
Increases of between four ond five per 
cent are no exception, had to be kept 
away from the Federal Republic where, 
for two years, a relative price stability 
has been ruling. 

For that reason, the Federal govern- 
ment has taken fast action through taxa- 
tion measures as a safeguard against 
external Influences. It appreciates very 
much that the Bundestag on its part has 
passed the legal provisions by an accel- 
erated procedure. 

The advantage of this system over a 
revaluation of the Mark Is obvious: taxa- 
tion measures are limited in time and 
are more flexible. This Is of great Impor- 
tance In the light of the Federal Repub- 
lic's international economic situation and 
of tiia economic development in major 
industrialised countries. 

Our partners in tiio Group of Ten have 
appreciated the policy of the Federal 
government in the three days' monetary 
conference held in Bonn. Incidentally 
(he deficit coun tiles as well as Ilia sur- 
plus countries have Indicated their will- 
ingness to make an effective contribution 
to the stability of the international mo- 
netary system by pursuing an appro- 
priate oud concerted economic policy. 

Due to the now measures, this coun- 
try’s surplus position will presumably 
diminish by 4,000 to 5,000 million Marks 
In the course of the coming year. This 
corresponds to about one third ol the 
present surplus. 

With this the Federal Republic contri- 
butes considerably to the reduction of 
the International balance of payments 
Imbalance. Naturally, the Federal Repub- 


lic will export capital also in 1969 
though of course not to the extent of 
1968. 

Capital exports cannot be regarded ai 
a means to adilovo equilibrium in || 1B 
balance of payments. Another of Ihelr 
functions is to safeguard industrial struc- 
tures. For that reason, direct investments 
me of great Importance. They should 
therefore play an ever greater role with- 
in the capital exports of the Federal 
Republic. For they tuo eventually serve 
International division of labour. 

Howover, the question of a promo- 
tion of Invoslmenls abroad by general 
tax reliefs which is frequently put can- 
not ba so easily answered. Whoever 
contemplates an extension to industria- 
lised countries of tox reliefs applying to 
investments in developing countries must 
keep in mind that this may lead to 
distortions. 

It is Impossible Tor tlicFedoral govern- 
ment on the one hand to grant a bonus 
for investments in new industries In this 
country's coalmining areas and at Iha 
same lime to give tax Incentives to direct 
investments In neighbouring countries. 

Apart from tills, exports of capital as 
such must always be seen under the 
perspective of investment requirements 
at homo. Long-term growth policy In a 
highly industrialised economy demands a 
great input of capital. 

Foreign trade policy must take Into 
account all theso factors. Tt must soe to 
It that the advantages of international 
division of labour must become effective. 

In doing so, U must neither Impede 
long-term prospects of davelupmcnt nor 
must It disturb the process of adaption 
by too abrupt a change. In addition, the 
law of Integration is world-wide. There- 
fore, any association of countries to form 
homogeneous markats Ilka those of the 
European Communities must adapt Kiel! 
to the world-wide economic process. 
Last of all, however, It niii*t nut Impede 
progress. 

(Photo: Aiclilv/Dinlilii-ipi) 
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A rier political setbacks— Introduction 
nf visas by East Berlin, Intervention 
in Chechoslovakia— the Federal Republic 
by making certain concessions has taken 
n few steps In the direction that was an- 
ticipated by the 1966 government policy 
stntomrnt. It was announced then that 
"the Federal government is anxious to 
extend the volume of Irura-German trade, 
which cannot he called foreign trade. We 
want to ease tensions, not intensify them. 
Wc want In span the rifts, not deepan 
them. Thus It la our wish to make every 
effort to Improve relations with our fellow 
countrymen in the other part oE Ger- 
many." 

Restrictions and obstacles placed in the 
way of this policy by the East Berlin go- 
vernment have not shaken the determi- 
nation of the Federal government to do 
the right thing. Bonn has now made great 
concessions to East Berlin to ensure that 
at least trade lies between both parts of 
Germany are maintained and developed. 
Be lore this could be done an old bone of 
contention had to be removed. 

Until a new law was introduced in L964, 
with reference to the Common Market, 
the production and refining of crude oil 
in this country enjoyed various benefits. 
Soviet Zone oil products also profited 
from these. 

Only temporary aid measures, however, 
■were provided under the new law. The 
Soviet Zone continued to demand the old 
preferential treatment to the extent of 
129 Marks per ton of petrol, as well as 
200 million Marks as retrospective pay- 
ment for losses incurred since the new 
legislation was Introduced. 

For a long time both aides refused to 
compromise on this point, By the terms 
of the original law the Soviet Zone could 
barter petrol and diesel oil against ma- 
chinery and other vital products. 

A compromise has, however, now been 
agreed. The Federal government has un- 
dertaken to pay in sixty million Marks to 


East Berlin made major trade 
concessions by Bonn 

East Berlin's account with the Bundesbank must be capable of solving Its own 


at the end of this year, and another sixty 
million at the end of next year. With this 
money East Berlin wilt buy machinery. 

Petrol and diesel oil will be supplied 
from now on under normal conditions. 
Supplies are expected to be woTth fifty 
million Marks next year. 

The East Berlin government probably 
agreed to this compromise in the hope of 
gaining access more readily to another 
subsidised sector. Nowhere can Soviet 
Zone farmers receive a better pTice for 
their produce than In the Federal Repub- 
lic. 

Worth noting are the agreements on 
supplies of machinery until 1975, for the 
duration, that Is, of the Soviet Zone's la- 
test development programme. These un- 
derline both sides' Interest in a long-term 
exchange of goods. 

Higher Interest-free credit reserves 
(swing) combined with the termination 
of yearly balancing of accounts have also 
been under discussion for some time. The 
swing level now agreed— 25 per cent of 
(he value of Soviet Zone deliveries last 
year — must be deemed a great concession 
on Bonn's port. 

In the present circumstances much will 
depend on how willing the communist 
side, on the basis of the new agreements, 
ta to Increase lntra-Gennan trade. Last 
year's figures are not very encouraging. 
Trade stagnated at 2,700 million Marks, 
and 1868 Is not expected to have been 
much better. 

In the past politics have always been 
the spanner in the works of inter-zonal 
trade. Communist Ideology prescribes 
that "the socialist community of nations" 


problems. Sensible economists, who wish 
to utilise the International division of la- 
bour In the Interests of thotr own welfare, 
are always open to the charge of "trea- 
son" In the face of such narrow-minded 
and egocentric principles. 

In this climate— the Ideology still holds 
— limits are set to the future development 
of Intra-German trade. The again more 
centralised East Berlin economic policy, 
however, needs a stopgap margin of deve- 
lopment to compensate lor losses when 
Us five-year plans fall short of their tar- 
gets. ThiB stopgap besides papering over 
tho flaws In the communist system must 
also contain the inevitable decline In 
growth rates following the politically 
predestined overcommitment of Industry 
and trade tn the Eastern Bloc. 

In this context East Berlin Is conttnualiy 
reminded of the value of Inter-zonal trade. 
Bonn is of course interested In expanding 
the market for political reasons. The 
greater the volume of trade the more 
secure will be the approach routes to Ber- 
lin. 

Besides, the smaller the prosperity gap 
between both parts of Germany the less 
tension there will be. Professor Karl 
Schiller, the Minister of Economic Affairs, 
expressed this hope at a recent meeting 
of the Bundestag all-German committee. 

Before the new agreements were reach- 
ed the Federal government had made a 
number or unilateral concessions to East 
Berlin. One sudi Is a Federal guarantee 
for long-term capital goods supplies. A 
company was set up to promote the financ- 
ing of Industrial plant- The order can- 
cellation clause for deliveries to the So- 
viet Zone was abolished In 1967. 


The number of quota restrictions was 
reduced. Mmo goods can ho procured 
from (ho Si iv ic-t Zono cm tho basts of open 
tenders. Tho Federal government this 
year also issued general truiln permits In- 
stead of the sopnrnte permits that lend 
been previously required. 

The now director of tho trust company 
for lnlor-zonal trade, Willy Kleindlenst, 
negotiated the now agreements, scoring 
his first success In East Berlin. He will 
remain tho Ministry of Economic Affairs' 
lnlcr-zonul trade expert. 

Professor Schiller has called the new 
arrangement the "central lovel" between 
Bonn and East Berlin. By all accounts, 
this lovel Is now functioning well. It re- 
mains to bo seen what advantages can be 
gained from talks at higher levels, in this 
respect East Berlin must make the first 
move. 

Of more immediate Importance is the 
extent to which the East Berlin govern- 
ment will for Its part be prepared to make 
compromises. The Federal government 
has repeatedly drawn attention to the 
fact that efforts to increase the volume 
of trade are continually being foiled or 
obstructed by Inadequate transport, com- 
munications and payments facilities in (he 
other part of Germany. 

East Berlin's efforts to improve the sys- 
tem in central Europe contrast sharply 
with its endeavours to achieve Interna- 
tional recognition. In the Federal Repub- 
lic a businessman can within a few 
seconds rooch a colleague or a customer 
In many Western European countries. A 
connection with the Soviet Zone of Ger- 
many often takes longer than a call to a 
developing country at the other end of 
the earth. 

While East Berlin is busy printing visa 
forms Western European customs officials 
are removing controls. What or where is 
the world status that East Berlin Is so 
anxious to achieve? 

(DtB WELT, 10 December 



No. 352 - 7 January 1069 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


INDUSTRY 


Willy Korf - shrewd steel industrialist 

GAMBLING ON HIGHER STEEL CONSUMPTION 


W illy Korf, the shrewd outsider in llio 
sleet industry, caused much head- 
shaking two years ago when lie built a 
modern rolling mill h>r bar stuck in Kohl 
on the Rhino. Now, just to prove that 
this was not the only trick tn the bag, he 
completed within otglit months an entire 
electric steel mill with a continuous 
casting plant for the manufacture of rnw 
steel and semi-finished products, besides 
a brand new rod mill. 

With its own supplies of natural steel 
Badlsdie Stahl werke (QSW) in Kehl Is now 
an Integrated Iron and steel producing 
enterprise. The electric steel plant, the 
heart! of the concern, is one of the most 
modem In Europe. 

The Kotf group — the holding company 
Is Korf Industrie und Handel in Baden-Ba- 
den— now have all the facilities thoy 
need In the BSW rod plant. Karl's "mi- 
niature" steel mill will have an annual 
output oi ■lOO.u'lO tuns in the electric steel 
plant and a marimiur. 400,000 tons of bar 
slock and ml led wire in its two rolling 
mills. Together, (his will represent one 
per cent only of thin country's steel output 
of forty million tuns annually. 

Tho gtanls in the Ruhr Iheiefiirc need 
nol fear the dwarf in Kohl, for the pre- 
sent at least. BSW Is, however, this 


PlllB qrto Wocho niyl tUHnj— 


country's largest supplier of reinforced 
concrete rounds, accounting fox twenty 
per cent of sales. 

Willy Korf was borne along on llio con- 
viction that the future ot (he steel in- 
dustry will not be determined entirely by 
large concerns, whoso huge facilities are 
very susceptible to market fluctuations. 
He maintains that smaller companies are 
well able to survive on today’s market 
because they are more flexible and even 
superior to the mammoth enterprises In 
having lower production costs. 

Overall capital Investment of the Kehl 
concern — including the bar stock plant 
that wont into operation In 1966— Is placed 
nt 250 Marks per ton oi annual produc- 
tion. Herr Ivor I considers (his an extre- 
mely good average. The lowest known 
figure fur conventionally integrated steel 
mills is 1.0U0 Marks per ton of annual 
output. 

Speaking flt tho opening of the new 
plant, Herr Korf snlil that the decision to 


Leading petrol consumers 


D espile n sluggish ocomuny last year 
motorists In this country consumed 
more petrol than motorists In other Euro- 
pean countries. Figures Issued by Ooiit- 
tdio Shell show that 12.4 million tons of 
petrol flowed last year from dm -Hi.lHHt 
filling stations ill this country, iimt via 
the supply aourcch of birgi'-MMln consu- 
mers, iulo 1 ' 2 .(* million private vehicles. 
Military vcliklcs m con tiled for about 
300, Cio u ions. 

Second <»n the petrol consumption list 
was Great Britain with t2.lt million Ions. 
For behind In third place came Franco 
with O.il, followed by ll.rly with 7.2 and 
Sweden with 2.4 million tons. A total ot 
53.7 million tons uf petrol was consumed 

by vehicles last year In the thirteen EEC 
ond Ella countries. 

A comparison of petrol consumption in 
Europe and America shows that Euro- 
pean motorists aro less inclined to waste 
petrol. The 212 2 million tons used be- 


Russians buy 
our steel 

L argo orders lor cold- rol led thin sheet 
have been placed in recent weeks by 
the Soviet Union with this country's steel 
Industry. The total volume of orders is 
Mid lu be 150,090 to 299.OH0 tons. 

Further supplies were considered in re- 
cent talks with Soviet officials. In the 
matter of prices the Soviet buyers had no 
choice but to accept the quotations of 
Federal Republic plants which are now 
profiting from the general uplift In the 
economy and will be working in some 
cases at full capacity until the third 
quarter of 19G9, according to reliable 
sou rceu. 

The prices agreed with the Soviet 
Union are reported to be only a few 
dollars below the normal export quota- 
tions for third countries- The current rate 
for cold-rolled sheet Is l >5 dollars per ton. 

UJfliiD'jvuudio Ailgtinelait. 29 November I9ESJ 


tween Hew York anil San Francisco last 
yu.ir was four times Ihn umomit consumed 
in the EEC amt Etl.i tnyidliri und eight- 
een times grentor than the tidal for the 
Federal Republic. 

Canada needed 16-8 million tons last 
year, considerably nioru than Uni Fcdor- 
al Republic. Japan, whidi has outstripped 
this country lu oil consumption gener- 
ally, Is still a developing country In 
petrol consumption. Last yuar, consump- 
tion was I'.slmialed at 10.7 million Lons. 

(loankfuilpr KiiiiiImImii, 4 Jh-rrwbi'i I9GK] 


expand his company into nn Independent 
steel mill was influenced by price policy 
and the supply restrictions of various 
sales offices iKontors) for rolled products. 
These would not have allowed him to 
meet hts full needs of raw material at 
"reasonable prices" with Federal Republic 
offices. 

The only alternative was to order wore 
material from French companies. This 
arrangement has worked out well for the 
Korf concern. 

BSW plant Is doubtless well situated 
at the Strassbourg-Kehl central point of 
Europe. This country's southern market is 
right at its door, other consumer centres 
as well as export harbours at the mouth 
of the Rhine can easily be reached by 
boat. Supplies of raw material in the 
middle of the southern scrap iron industry 
present no problems. 


Ameticon participation 


Early in 19G8 Willy Koif plamiv.d to 
reorganise tho Held production plants by 
Incorporating four subsidiaries Into Dadl- 
sdio Stahl wufkc. The Korf holding com- 
pany, Industrie und Handel took over 7.5 
million Marks' worth of common stock 
from the flftoen-mllllon-Matk share capi- 
tal of Badlsdie Stahlwerke. 

The some amount of preference shares 
with a hitherto undisclosed dividend 
guarantee Is hold by (he Invostftlons- und 
Hnndolsbnnk in Frnnkfurl. Returns this 
year of the Kehl plant, employing 750 
workers, amounted to 1 in million Marks, 
LDinpured with lUO million Murks last 
yonr. Turnover in I9G9 Ib expected to 
dimb to 140 million Marks. Along with 
other plant In the group, returns of 160 
million this year and 290 million Mai ks In 
1 Dlif» are expected. 

Willy Korf lias no inlcndon of in. irking 
llinu In h'ohl. He Is looking In tho future 
ami Is repurtod to be planning another 
300,9111)- ton Korf-stylc electrical stool and 
rolling mil] in Hamburg harbour. In this 



Willy Korf 

(Photo: Inriiutrlokurlei) 

project be will probably join forces with 
an American partner. 

This will be Hamburg's first Iron and 
steel producing industry and -will ba 
known as Hamburg Stahl werke. the esti- 
mated cost of the mill is 60 la 75 million 
Marks. 

As In the case of Kehl, the availability 
of scrap seems la have been an Important 
factor in Korfs decision to build in Ham- 
burg. The transport facilities of the port 
of Hamburg for iron sponge and ore also 
enhanced tho value of a site In that city. 

The David of the steel industry Is also 
looking towards the deep-sea harbours of 
Holland that can accommodate heavy ore 
vessels and aro supplied with cheap natu- 
ral gas. Hero Herr Korf thinks Hie oppor- 
tunities are favourable for the direct re- 
lining of iron me to iron sponge pullets 
which, besides scrap, could be used In 
electric furnaces and wuuld tie cm a par 
with pig iron. 

Willi llicht! plan* for expansion the pre- 
sent outsider In tho steel. ijidustty.wun Is. 
to show that biu.ill companies tun (Mu in- 
crease the pace uf progress in the sled 
sector without great capital investment 
In research, end without technical bias. 
Willy Korf Is counting on higher sice I 
consumption, lie h»'ltovr-s that the way to 
success In llio steel Industry Is not sign- 
P'»Mcm 1 solely by the ghml columns that 
have dominated lha market until now. 

(Cllkisr UND WEIT. 2-J N..v«M„bei HIM) 
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io the retail trade 


I n a two-year spun that came as a sur- 
prise lu most retailers In this country 
discount stores have expanded to claim 
lour per cent ol overall turnover in the 
retail sector. Gross returns oi this coun- 
try's 350 large-scale discount stores, 
covering a floor space ol nine million 
square feet arc estimated this year at 
roughly 6,000 million Marks. 

Extensive market surveys forecast a 
bright future for these markets that are 
relatively new in this country. In a few 
years I hey are expected to account for 
eight per cent of sales. 

Until now, department stores have vir- 
tually had the retail market (o them- 
selves. Great changes have taken place in 
the past two years. 

Today, small traders In the food and 
non-foud sectors are cooperating with 
major department stores against the en- 
croachments of the discount stores. This 
fs clear from various unambiguous 
statements by representatives of both 
groups. 

Their fears are not unrounded. It must 
be remembered that the discount stores 
this year nearly absorbed retailers' 
entire growth rale of 4,000 million Marks. 

Discount stores have the edge over 
tbeir competitors in prices that are ten to 


vjLa.vtvfrifif 1 


HannoverschePressa ; 

“ v h i\ r 'A 


...XUU.1 :•-?>«! 


. -- - ■f.-i. -- 


fifteen per cent lower than In ordinary 
stores. The markets compensate for this 
with an enormous range or products In 
which the emphasis is uol on elegance ol 
display. 

Markets are often found in old factory 
buildings. Capital costs can thus be re- 
duced to 12 to 42 Marks per square foot 
of floor space. 

Retail stores especially In city centres 
cannot afford io plan as haphazardly. Here 
costs are much higher because the em- 
phasis is on pleasant surroundings. 

Discount stores are found on the 
fringes of densely populated areas. They 
offer spacious parking facilities, thus sav- 
ing customers precious time looking for 
parking space near retail stores that are 
often quite a way In from the street. 

Over 85 per cent of discount store 
customers come In cars. Other benefits 
that are reflected Id prices are the full 
use of self-service methods, also in the 


case of non-food articles, and attractive 
terms of delivery resulting from a high 
bulk turnover. 

Many exports maintain, however, that 
limits have already been sal to tha ex- 
pansion of discount stores. It Is said 
to be a question of lime until this system 
Is also Integrated into the overall retail 
complex. 

In the event, discount stores have a 
chance of survival only when they, firstly, 
are of a certain size (at least scveraL 
thousand square feel of floor space), ajid, 
secondly, have a wide circle of customers. 

With markets expanding ip all parts of 
the Federal Republic competition among 
them Is becoming very keen. Other retail 
enterprises hope to turn litis rivalry to 
tbeir own benefit and also the fact that 
consumers, with purchasing power on the 
increase, will nol bo content with cheap 
products or an Inefficient set vice network 
and advisory service. 

Many retailers advance the view that 
within & few years discount stores wilt 
enter a phase of consolidation, so that the 
gap between the various sectors ol the 
retail trade will gradually close. The pre- 
sent boom In these markets at any rate is 
not expected to last. 

{lidnucvoiiichf, Plena. 2? umliai r-tai 
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□ YOUTH 

Young poo pis very ready fo 
got to know each other 


Y -jimy |Hu|ilo in Fr.iiico .mil Ihls coun- 
i l '{ .ne c.iijor not In follow' in Die 
paths I heir parents trod. Tvvcnly-tlireo 
years uHc-r the cessation of hostilities In 
Hit* Second World War young people in 
both countries have n sunor view of 
ucRjIilicurlinGss than did the previous 
generations. 

Tins view w as expressed by G9 per 
cent of the French people questioned, 
8 per cent more than In I&63, and in the 
Federal Republic the figure remained 
more or less constant comparer! with the 
I3G.’I figure at 63 per cent, according to a 
report i a leased recently by the Bielefeld 
Ennild Institute in this country and the 
liislllnt Fr.mcnls d'Opinion in Paris. The 
repents were prepared at the request of 
officials handling the affairs of Federal 
Republic- French youth exchange pro- 
grammes. 

Both Institutes interviewed average 
young people between the ages of IS 
ami 2*1 and questioned them on mnltcrs 
concerning Ilia iteiyliboitrliness exislling 
bat ween France and lids country. 

The main point that appeared from 
(lie survey was that in both countries, 
tlcspHo political difleiences over the 
past five years, there was still consider- 
able reaclip.ess from young people on 
built sides to get to know each other 
by direct contacts. Debates concerning 
Britain's entry Into the Common Market 
bad also done little to diminish this 
attitude, according Lo both Institutes. 

The younger generation that has fre- 
quently been called sceptical and clear- 
headed but which is also much more 
bread-minded and uninhibited than the 


haul hit older generation, is only too 
ready lo got to known how tilings are at 
first band. This is something quite differ- 
ent for the older generation. 

A total of 83 per cent of the young 
people in Lhis country and 86 per cent in 
France in 1903 expressed the wish lo get 
to know (lie young people in the neigh- 
bouring country "in order to understand 
them belter.” Since Die commencement 
of youth exchanges between this country 
and Fiance in 1963 these figures show an 
Increase in the Federal Republic of 14 por 
cent and in fT/mce an increase of 10 per 
cent. 

St.ilisLirs show that in 1968 thirty per 
cent of the 8 million young people be- 
tween the ages of IS and 24 it) this 
country visited Franco whilst only 19 
per cent of their 6 million French coun- 
terparts visited lliia country. Although 
these figures slic-w increases they indi- 
cate clearly, and particularly as regards 
France, that youth axiltangcs have had 
llltle effect. 

Today a young led front this country 
is likely to ogle a pretty French girl, but 
it Is not so likely that l»o will embrace 
her. The French girl Is dioruilng and leml- 
nine but she can be shrill and a shrew 
just like anywhere else. The German boy 
can be a little over exuberant and per- 
haps he will go a little too far in his 
amorous advances. Tlion the French girl 
is all confusion and the German boy 
blushes red with embarassment. 

These two are not the only ones to get 
mixed up in loving. Admiration at first 
sight comes lo young people In this 
country not only lor the French but also 
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Young people from this country with young people from France 

(Photo i dpi) 


for the Austrians, and believe It or not, 
for the British. 

Taking comparisons among eight na- 
tions for the young people of this couu- 
try the French corns fourth behind Aus- 
trians, the Dutch and the Biltish. 

The Fiench are n Jittle more reserved. 
Britain is the most popular with them, 
then Holland, Ihe US, Italy, Austria and 
Spain. The Perietal Republic does not 
appear until the seventh place. The 
French have the least admiration fur the 
Soviet Union. 

Basically these findings are the same 
ns in 19G3. What Is important to note is 
that for young people in this country 
and in France there has been a decline 
in the number of nnswers given in show- 
ing a "very good” or “good ' opinion of 
the neighbouring country. 

These conclusions are mailer for any 
number of books. It shows clearly that 
there is a temperamental and mental 
difference between the two peoples dial 
in the past has been disastrous and which 
currently does much to prevent total 
political understanding. There are recol- 
lections of the past that need more Limn 
than a dcc.ule or so to ernsi-d from Urn 
mind. Finally there is also the litllucm.u 
of current political opinions which pro- 
vide hooks for nld-remetiiheioil differ- 
ences to hang on. All this con be summed 
up in the confusion that exists foi people 
In this country and the Fri-ndi, 

Young Frenchmen and young people 
here are also burdened with these old 
prejudices. 

When Die French were asked their 
opinion of the young people in this 
country they said they found them, “hard- 
working. hospitable and intelligent.” The 



replies from the other side were not so 
flattering. To young people in this country 
the French ore considered lo be "arrogant 
and presumptuous, servile and uncritical, 
dour and humourless.” 

Young people in the Pederal Republic 
think of their contemporaries the other 
side of the border as "bright, happy, kind 
and hospitable." But the other side of 
the coin cannot be ignored. To so many 
young people In this country French 
youth is generally "superficial and frivo- 
lous, arrogant and presumptuous, as well 
as idle' 1 . 

There was a surprising unanimity be* 
tween young people of this country and 
French youth concerning matters involv- 
ing questions of culture and economics. 
(The comparisons were made with ten 
countries.) When the young people from 
the ten countries were asked which na- 
tion had developed most economically 
the answer was unaralmously the Federal 
Republic. Everyone said that the French 


had the most Important modern literature 
and that the Federal Republic had tlio 
most highly developed induslrical struc- 
ture. Dissent came inlo things when filmi 
were mentioned. Ynung people from this 
country seem to think that the French, 
ns well ns the Swedes, produce the best 
In modern cinema. Young French people 
praised the Italians In tills respect. Ai 
regards Ihe "best music" all ten nations 
gave the laurels to what is surely Die 
most unmusical notion in Europe— the 
British. But this was really a question of 
Bach versus the Beatles. 

What do the young people In tha 
Federal Republic and France think or the 
relations bctwomi the two countries? 

The answer to this question, which is 
Intimately connected with Uio political 
relationships (lint exist between the two 
countries was the most informative 
aspect of the survey. Tho youth of Hit* 
country Is a little disillusioned. Tho 
French soout In keep them at arm's length. 

In 1003 as much as 22 per cent nf the 
Frmu.ii young people spoke of "an espe- 
cially cloi.ii relationship". I'ivo years 
Inter this pen.i'uliiijo hud dropped to 15. 
in Hit' previous suivoy Mi per tent— as 
opposed to 54 per rent in tho 1008 sur- 
vey— wore of the opinion that tho rela- 
tionship with tin- Federal Republic should 
lie tile same as (hat with other slates, 
lu ilia latest survey M per cent of tho ; 
French — two por rout more than in Ihe 1903 j 
comparison* -said Hint relationships with i 
Ilia Federal Republic should he cau- 
tious. : 

Young people in the Federal Republic 1 
thought quite differently. Thirty-six per 
cent of them were in favour of an espc- j 
dally close relationship with France— ■ 
three per cent more limn in the 1963 
survey. G1 pur cent, as opposed lo 64 per 
cent in 10GJ, favoured relationships which 
were similar lo those with olhor states. 
Only 2 per cent wanted lo have & cuu- 
tious policy with France, as opposed 
to three per cent in Ihe previous figures. 

The researchers who conducted tire 
survey came lo (ire conclusion that the 
contemporary deterioration in Foder.il 
Republic-French relationships over tire ! 
Iasi five years is a result of a genual i 
trend. "The more objective the questions I 
posed to the young people, the more posi- 
tive did It appear their basic attitudes 
were.” This Is obviously a manifestation 
of the readiness of young people here and 
in France to come into contact with each ' 
olher and try to understand each other's 
point of view. 

Another point came from the survey, j 

Either views balween the two nations’ 1 

young people are “shouting with delight 
from the skies” or are In a very ' distress- 
ed ' condition, One thing appeared with 
persistent regularity when the young 
people from both sides were interviewed. >. 
They all wanted to have more Informs- . 
lion about each other. That can be a 
good basis for ti friendship that con some- 
times be critical, and sometimes highly 
critical. (Frankfurt*! Rimdidiau. 3 Docsmbcr 10G3I 


@ SPORT 

Sport and the screen are still 
strange bedfellows 

OBGRHAUSEN SPORTS FILM FESTIVAL INAUGURATED 


O beili.iusi'n, the home of an inter- 
national short film festival silica 
1954 , was the scene of rompelhig criteria 
at its first International festival or sport 
on film and TV. Following In tho foot- 
steps of Grenoble, Cortina d'Ampezzo and 
KranJ this count! y has now devoted an 
entire festival lo sporting motifs, but 
Oberhauscn Oils lime proved that spurt, 
as was lo bo expected, is not In eveiy 
respect a satisfactory subject. 

Filly-three entries flora among the 312 
submitted from 32 countries wero screen- 
ed, accompanied for (he four days of tire 
festival by a retrospective of major older 
lllms, find) ns Ichikawa's Tokyo film, and 
an information programme. 

A jury Dial included Mexican camera- 
man Gdbrlei Figueroa, who has worked 
(or Bunuel on a number of occasions, 
Wal liter Sell mi eel lug, the future art Is Lie 
director uf West Berlin Festival, and Ul- 
dch Schanirud, a representative of this 
country's now wove «f filmmakers, was 
ovci t.’ln-linuil by tho variety of entries, 
ranging hum odu.Mlhm.il, tinainipnlnl to- 
nal and artistic films, H'pnrl.irjo, font urn 
and ndvi'i thing to propaganda Klnulfl 
fr.'iu Cuba. 

In talks hiriii.il am! lnf*u m.il, tho not 
outcome of \vhi«h was to m a Ire the cl.rsst- 
Hcalioii appear even menu dubious, 
meinbeis uf the jury ami their supporters 
onne mil sfruiujly against a kind ol 
cataloguing that threatened to take the 
decisions nut ol their hands. This is un- 
(Wil.imluhle enough, y»-l when the time 
r *mo to m.'ikc awards a system of cl ass i- 
h'Mtinu was employed Unit will he just 
as I'unlmvi'isi.il in two years’ time when, 
ll van Miily lie Imped, tin* festival is re- 
peated. 

The same ilisiiiirtnui is hound lo pe 
dnnvn, it was .said, between edumlimial, 
IV and ( iiicmii films. Film ulimi.d lilins 
'"‘■"•I mode with slightly different aims 
I" Mmd, they r.iuimt he assev.i'd In hums 
f'f mieiini to sin li mi extent a-: (lie nlhnr 
two. 

This was plain enough at ( iheih.im.eii, 
Was Mu- inability id the TV film In 
n'pieseiil unions « <>iii|i«*t it imi mi ihe 
tinr-m.i '.cri—ii. TV comes oil herd in Its 
natural lialiit.il. The medium may In- tin* 
Message blit television spoils iillns tali* 
l 'd to put it .11 loss. 


The jury did not rest on Its IfluroK 
I's Awards gave contour in the blurred 
•‘C'Di.cpt of sports films. The Final Game 
j'V Gary Goldsmith of llu* United Stales 
headed tho list of four 5.008 Mark prize- 
'•inning films for mom t him ■'dpiuhi.-tic 
reason 5. 


Tho two basketball trams, Celtics and 
f'inrJnnuli Royals, arc followed In closc- 
IJ P by tha camera, Ihetr every action 
di'M'clcd by stills and accompanied by a 
WtCisi! and laconic ruuinirmiary. 

There is not a trace of puthus or the 
•'iperfluous. ‘Cincinnati leads by lour", 
comim-ntatrn noted. His German 
reuuterparl would doubtless have gone 
fl,, ° greater but unnecessary detail. The 
"'"rds serve merely to help tho picture 
along. The tenor of understatement seem- 
fc, l Ideally suited lor sports reporting. 


Start imj with the logic of prearranged 
moves, wliUb are shown In a way that 
makes immediate sense lo both basketball 
specialist and layman, the film goes oa 
lu show Ilia jubilation of the final stages 
of the game and the apex of victory. The 
final dicers arc left to speak lor them- 
selves. Drama and information are forged 
into thrilling mid calculated reportage. 

Drama of another kind Is conveyed by 
Slay Still While I Hit You, a golfing film 
In which Don Higgins of Great Britain 
shows the relationship between the course, 
the player and the bail. The audience Is 


an optimistic one. Sport should not he 
out for recognition at all costs as a bene- 
ficial social force. 

Less rose- tinted films were also shown, 
Jubilee Tout from Poland, for instanco, 
which was not even awarded a 1,000 Mark 
prize but eventually gained recognition 
In the form of a protest resolution. 

A small town prepares to receive (he 
racing cyclists on their way from War- 
saw to Prague via East Berlin. The brass 
band rehearses, cushions are laid on 
window sills, flags and bunting arranged 
and a grandstand built. 



A still from The Corner,' 1 prize winning Austrian entry 

(Pholoi tlpilicrt SOiullioloi) 


fajx'll li by tin' nmliiixl ln-lwccu inniil- 

cii red nature and lighting prnlc.sslunal 
fliilfi'is who miiiiimully <‘)ii)ii(|(‘ In conver- 
sation with the liny, iiiiuii'i.-iil bail. 

Tin' rubber lens (there is iwililng golf- 
er:. I lain more I Inin tin-' whir ol cam eras) 
brings am golfers down to size by show- 
ing their everyday rear I Ions. They seem 
so realistic thill till* •ltulii'lico would llkft 
lu pat them on the baik ur nay a word of 
runs. ilalinn Al)d nlayS uloilQ With the 

golfers until the llnal green. 

T he two other fiwurd-wi liners, GJudfalors 
front Cieduislovakia end Nathalie from 
the Soviet Union, nru not so unquestionab- 
ly first-rule. Tho Czorti film contains de- 
lightful moments in which heroism in Dio 
arena is wittily unmasked and the reality 
behind tho grand gestures brought lo 
light. Conventional in lorn), the film in- 
dudes many n rare sporting moment cull- 
ed from Ihe archives. 

Nathalie is a profile of Soviet world 
champion gymnast Natasha Kuthlnskaya, 
who talks about herself and her opinions. 
Tire text she roods out makes her appear 
a rather pu-r ucinus seven teen -year-old. 

Even so, both Eastern Bloc films have 
social relevanc e, one of tho many demands 
made in Oborhauson. The link need not bo 


■Hii'ii the cyclists arrive on Ihe scone. 
They whizz through the streets, nibbing 
the din Ik marked word Teuco” off (lie 
load with their tyros and are gone. A 
Kuiliaiy riguri! is left on Die grandstand, 
dinnzeil Hi, it It should all have happened 
so quickly. The grout day Is over and tho 
town returns lo normal, its festive attire 
appearing strangely meaningless. 

The Polish entry was prize worthy. The 
...o >i.ii finni'r.r-nnlnurprl Irnnv should Oil 
.... - 

no account have been overlooked. 

France submitted less hectic entries, 
gentle symphonies in colour along Le- 
loud) lines. Analomle dun mouvement, 
by Francois Moreuil, shows joint efforts 
by trainer and gymnast lo perfect a move- 
ment by bunion and technical meons. 

The director is on Ihe lookout for new 
approaches. The camera is always finding 
new* angles, zooming through rings (which 
led to ihe most fantastic interpretations). 
U was a good job that the director was 
present to answer queries with an un- 
beatable: “i had nothing whalsoevor in 
mind. Ail I wanted to do wjs to make a 
good Ii)m.“ 

Whether or not Moreuil did so consci- 
ously there can be no denying that he 


Introduced erotic metaphors into tha 
otherwises all too sterile sporting atmos- 
phere. His shrug of the shoulders was 
intended to mean, no moro than 1 . That is 
how I make themi it's the only way I 
know. 

Dominique Deloudie, his fellow-coun- 
tryman, provided a display of baKkelbal- 
let, basketball as a Classical pas do cinq 
leading on to choreography of jubilation. 
Deloudie, who claims never to waUh 
sporting events, has shown with Bui that 
this is not necessary either If an aesthetic 
film Is what Is wanlod. Sport is seen by 
a temperament rather than merely ropio- 
duced on film. 

At this juncture a word of deprecation 
must be said about the run-of-the-mill 
and complacent productions of tire adver- 
tising industry. For 43 minutes Willy 
Bogner Jr's Skifaszlnaiion sent current 
winter spoils fashions through the slalom 
markers. After five minutes or so the 
audience noted that whoever they were, 
they were quite good at skiing and 
thereupon lost all interest. 

An Italian entry, Giuseppe Sallinl's 
110 Melrea Hurdles, was also worthy of 
note. Form and content harmonise. The 
athlete sprints over the hurdles, sels up 
a record. After all the breathing exer- 
clsos and years of training Pierre de 
Coubertin, who Is standing at the finish- 
ing tape, asks why. 

Fritz Fcnzl's Ba/Jbcsossen (Football 
Crazy), a bitter commentary on sport as 
seen reflected In tha faces of spectators, 
was also forgotten by the adjudicators. 


The Foot and the Ball 

Fenzl had much in common with The 
Foul anil Ihe Ball, tho Israeli entry, a 
studied montage on tho subject of foot- 
ball. Tho scenes convey the Impression of 
permanent fighting between players, spcc- 
lalors nnd tho referee. At Intervals tho 
ball appears, wailing peacefully, on nllc-_. 
n a I ion effect. In the end It oven deflates. - 

The audience knows (lint foothaH Is not 
really like Hits and dcsplto Fenzl tho 
crowd are not Uko this either but the 
negative still nmkes interesting watching. 

R. SUcdller and W. Ihirklinus of Snliti- 
gen Koopcra live Jalirgtmg 40 submit led 
Lwu two-mi unto talent samples. Tha one, 
Kpor/ffbze/dien G8 (Sporting Proficiency 
Badge GU), was awarded a diploma, tin* 
oilier, simply entitled Spoil, conveyed an 
ovon moro scurrilous impression of ath- 
letes eating their breakfast with tlieli 
barks to (ho competition, a mixture of pen 
knives nnd thermos Masks, 

5port/Jifiiiage 68 in Oberhauscn proved 

a successful attempt to provide the cine- 
ma with a new subject and sport with a 
now medium. There were a few misun- 
derstandings, as in the case of Goaf, a 
film about the 1906 world football cham- 
pionships at Wembley. 

Some of the audience booed when Nob- 
by Stiles appeared on the screen, others 
applauded the superb camera work. The 
crowning toudi of the grotesque came 
when many people left the theatre when 
the final whistle went. As far as they were 
concerned it was all over — but thu film 
went on. 

Sport and the screen are still strange 
bedfellows but Oherhausen at least pro- 
vided a glirnpso of what is going on else- 
where. 

(DIE WELT, 1 Oecemtiot 1«M) 
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